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Dear brothers and sisters,
Welcome to the new year. It is my wish that we begin with
the firm conviction expressed in the 23rd Psalm: “The Lord
is my shepherd; I shall not want.”
Despite our worries, struggles, and fears, we can confidently declare that God is immensely rich: rich in kindness, rich
in patience, and rich in grace.

others without becoming poorer ourselves as a result. Let
us share the wealth in Christ with our fellow human beings.

And God wants us to benefit from His wealth. We can share
in this wealth—namely through Jesus Christ.

This is not only a possibility or a need for us. In fact, it is
our very purpose.

Dear brothers and sisters, for 2019 I propose that we focus
on the following objective: let us be rich in Christ! Let us
therefore caption this year with the motto: Rich in Christ!

I wish you all a richly blessed year 2019!
Yours,

What does this wealth consist of? How can we acquire it?
Over the next few weeks and months we will occupy ourselves with this question. I am very curious to learn what
ideas the Holy Spirit will awaken in each one of us and in
the congregations.
Beyond that, there is another element which is of special
significance for us: we can share our wealth in Christ with

Jean-Luc Schneider
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Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider conducted a
divine service in the city of Toronto (Canada) on
15 April 2018 at Convocation Hall on the grounds
of the University of Toronto

My dear brothers and sisters, first allow me to share a personal joy with you. As Chief Apostle you have no Divine
Service Guide so you have to find a Bible text yourself, and
it is always a concern. Is this a good one? Is this the one I
prayed for? … I came upon this Bible text today and yesterday evening when I saw the opening hymn chosen by your
District Apostle. The Bible text is quoted in the first verse of
the song. That was a sign for me: “Oh, that was chosen by
God,” and I was very happy and glad about that.

John 8: 36

I am aware that not all who wanted to be here this morning are here because of bad weather [Editor’s note: an ice
storm]. Allow me to say something about that. Maybe some
are asking themselves, “Why are we not able to attend this

“Therefore if the Son makes you free,
you shall be free indeed.”
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service?” We can certainly not accuse the devil because the
devil is definitely not in charge of the weather. The weather
is decided by God, but that makes it even more difficult to
understand. I am quite sure all of us prayed for this service.
We prepared ourselves for it, practised the songs, and now
we see that God has decided to allow special weather conditions, which is why so many were unable to come. So what
is going on? Maybe the one or other is thinking that he or
she did not pray enough or did something wrong. Brothers
and sisters, that is definitely not the case. Just to make this
clear: this was the will of God. It was not your fault. No one
is to blame for this.

come back and I will take you with Me.” This is the godly
promise that is the foundation of our faith. We do not believe that God will give us everything we ask of Him. Nor
do we believe that we can force God to do anything. We
ask Him, and sometimes He gives us what we request, and
sometimes He does not. But we trust His love. One thing of
which we can be absolutely certain is that He will keep His
promise and send His beloved Son. All those who follow
Jesus Christ faithfully and who allow the Apostles to prepare them for the return of Christ will enter His kingdom
and will have eternal fellowship with Him. Brothers and
sisters, let us focus on this divine promise. He will fulfil this
promise. And with regard to everything else we know that
we cannot understand Him, but we trust Him. He will always provide what we need in order to be prepared for the
return of Christ.

Just remember the situation of Apostle Paul. He had often planned to visit the congregation in Rome, but he was
prevented from doing so every time he tried (Romans 1:
13). We know that Paul was a great man of God. He could
really pray, and yet he was prevented from doing what he
intended to do. He surely must have thought that it would
be good for the congregation in Rome if he were to visit
them, but he was prevented from
doing so. God did not agree with
him. Paul did not know why. We
must understand that we cannot comprehend God. He said:
“For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways My
ways,” says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55: 8–9). That means
we simply cannot comprehend God nor understand His actions with our intellect.

Let us now come to our Bible text. Here Jesus is addressing
the Jews who believed in Him. He told them that He could
free them. Today, we understand freedom as release from
imprisonment. That is the first
meaning: not being imprisoned.
Freedom is also the state of being able to speak and act without
hindrance or restraint. That is
our understanding of freedom
today.

The truth will make
you free

At the time of Jesus it was a little different. Jesus explained
His concept of freedom. He compares the state of a slave
with that of a child. A slave is not free. He has a master
to whom he is subject, and whose will he must fulfil. He
has to work for his master and receives no wages. That is
the condition of a slave. A child, on the other hand, must
likewise obey his father, but in the end the child receives an
inheritance. That is the difference with Jesus. That is how
He explains freedom.

Sometimes He grants our requests, and other times He
does not. One could argue, “But Jesus promised, ‘Whatever
you ask in My name, that I will do’” (John 14: 13). That is
an important point: asking in the name of Jesus. What did
Jesus ask for? He said, “Father, I do not pray that You should
take them out of the world, but that You should keep them
from the evil one” (John 17: 15). That is what Jesus prayed
for. God cannot be forced. Even if we do everything right
and think that God will now automatically act and do this
and that—He will do what He wants. The only thing we can
be sure of is that God will keep His promise. What does His
promise consist of? He said, “I love you and I want you to
be with Me in eternity so that we can have eternal fellowship.”

Then Jesus said, “OK, I can make you free,” which upset the
Jews. They said “We are Abraham’s descendants and have
never been in bondage to anyone. We are free!” They were
upset: “How can You say, you will be made free? We are already free.” It sounds strange for us because it was the time
of the Roman occupation, and they suffered under it, although they pretended to be free. And they were right. Despite the fact that the country was occupied and under the
rule of the Roman army, they remained Jews. The Romans
could never force them to give up their faith. The Jews held
on to their faith, their laws, and their traditions. They did
not become Romans, and that is what is meant here. “We are
free even though the enemy, the Roman army, is here. We
will hold on to our faith, our laws, and our traditions.” We

Jesus died for our sins so that we could enter into His kingdom. He said, “If you keep My word, if you follow Me, and
if you accept the Apostles sent to prepare you to be part
of the bride of Christ, you will enter My kingdom. I will
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quite often have a negative opinion about the Jews of that
time, but I must say, they really are to be admired. There
are not many nations on earth who, despite everything they
have experienced, have been so successful in preserving
their faith, their laws, and their traditions. They knew: this
is our identity, this is us, we have to stay with this no matter
what happens. I must say I admire them for that.

things. They obeyed him and were deceived. They gained
nothing. Because they made the wrong decision, they became slaves of the evil one. As a result of the fall into sin,
all human beings are now prisoners of the evil one. A gulf
developed between man and God, making fellowship with
God impossible.
In the gospel of Luke Jesus
says that He has been sent to
proclaim liberty to the captives. Jesus says, “I can free
you, I can deliver you so that
you are no longer prisoners of
the evil one. Those who believe
in Me because of My sacrifice
can once again have fellowship with God. They will again
have the possibility to come to God. They are no longer
prisoners.” That is what He meant when He said, “Therefore
if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed” (John
8: 36). They are no longer bound by sin. “To those who believe in Me I can give strength as well as the help they need
in order to say no to the evil one, to renounce sin. You are
not forced to do evil. You can do good. It is your decision.
And if you decide to do good, I will help you.” That is another aspect of this freedom. So those who believe in Jesus,
who are baptised in Jesus Christ, are freed from this bondage. They are no longer prisoners of the evil one, but can
come to God. That is the freedom Jesus can give mankind.

No matter what happens,
we are and will remain
Christians

We can learn from them. Are
we Christians as strong as they
were? Can we also say no matter what happens—even if we
are under the rule of foreign
spirits—we are and remain
Christians. Even though money rules the world, even
though there are so many different opinions, we are and
will remain Christians. Part of our identity is that we go to
church on Sundays to worship God. We have a need to pray
together. That is our faith, our law. We are Christians and
we bring our offering, and nobody can force us to give that
up. That is our identity. We want to be free as Christians.
We are and remain Christians. Even though the world is
ruled by other spirits and influences, let us show and prove
that we are and remain Christians. This is the first aspect
of freedom.
Of course, Jesus was actually talking about something else,
and He explained it to them: “Okay, but you’re still prisoners of sin.” That was hard for the Jews to understand. Adam
and Eve listened to the serpent who promised them many

This freedom is, however, also an ongoing process. Baptism
is only the beginning. In 2 Corinthians 3: 17 it says: “Now
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ly that we are “made free from the law”. The law dictates
certain things. So also the Jewish law. The law incorporated
certain prescriptions and commandments that had to be
kept, and if these were not kept, the offender was punished.
That was the law of Moses. Jesus said, “If you have the Spirit
of God, if you have My Spirit, if you keep My words, you
can be freed from this law.” How does this work? It is quite
easy, because at Holy Sealing the love of God was poured
out into our hearts, and now we are no longer forced to
obey God.
Now everything is completely different. We love God and
want to have fellowship with Him. We have understood
that the way to fellowship with God is the way of obedience.
Therefore we have decided of our own free will to keep the
commandments, because we want to have eternal fellowship with Him. Because we love God and want to have eternal fellowship with Him, we follow Jesus Christ on the path
He has established. Suddenly it is our decision. We are freed
from the law, we are no longer forced to obey it. We have
decided to follow this path of our own free will because we
want to be with God, and this is the way that leads there.
This is the way we want to follow. We have experienced that
when we keep the commandments, God abides with us,
and that is such a nice feeling. We want to be free in Jesus
Christ. This is the way we have decided to take. Nobody is
forcing us to take this way, we want to take it. We are free
to do that.

the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty.” That means that the Spirit of God, the Holy
Spirit, helps us to become free in Jesus Christ—totally free.
This is a process we want to allow. We want to be as free as
Jesus was. We want to be free in Jesus Christ. And through
the activity of the Holy Spirit, the preaching of the gospel,
through Holy Communion, and with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, which we have received, we can achieve the same
freedom that Jesus had. What is this freedom?
Paul wrote to the Romans: “For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and
death” (Romans 8: 2). That is an interesting thought, name-
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ion us in such a way that we love
our fellow human beings regardless of their background or faults,
or even when society tells us, “No,
you can’t love him.” At such times
we reply, “No, we are free. You cannot tell us whom to love and whom
not to love.” Let us love all people
as Jesus did. This is a challenge and
is not always so easy, but with the
help of Jesus—and the more we
allow the Holy Spirit to work on
us—the more we can love as Jesus
did, namely without prejudice. “If
I make you free, you are free indeed.” Brothers and sisters, let us
become as free as Jesus.
Out of love Jesus became a slave
and served His disciples. Remember, He washed their feet. He, the
Master, did work that was normally performed by slaves.
Out of love for mankind He made Himself a slave and took
the sins of mankind upon Himself. He was tried and sentenced and died so that we could be saved. Out of love Jesus
became a slave in order to serve us.

There is another aspect. This freedom that comes through
Jesus Christ is a gift. He grants this freedom without expecting any kind of compensation on our part. It is a characteristic of God that He provides everything we need for
salvation for free. If we are aware of the fact that we have
received freedom through Jesus Christ, then we will also
be able to give something to God of our own free will,
namely our trust, our obedience, and so on. That which the
freedom in Christ puts us in a position to do, we now no
longer do in order to receive a wage, or to lay claim to any
thing from Him. We serve Jesus Christ without expecting
anything in return. In Ephesians it says that we are bondservants of Christ (Ephesians 6: 6). A bondservant, a slave,
does whatever his master tells him. He does all the work,
but receives no wages for it. Jesus Christ Himself did infinitely much for others without expecting anything in return. Let us take Him as our example. Freedom is where
Jesus is. As His servants or slaves we are free, and we do not
expect anything in return—everything we do, we do out of
love for Him. We are therefore servants of Christ and no
longer prisoners of this world or its demands.

Paul said that we have been called to liberty, but that we
should serve one another through love (Galatians 5: 13).
The liberty of the children of God does not mean: “I can do
whatever I want. I don’t need anybody. I’m free.” No, liberty
in Christ means being a part of the body of Christ, where
every member serves all the others. Out of love we become
“slaves” of our neighbour, out of love we become servants
to our neighbour. We are not alone: it is not just a question
of God and me, or of me and God. On the contrary, we are
part of the body of Christ. Let us serve one another of our
own accord. None of us should want to be more import
ant or loved than our neighbour. We do not consider our
concerns more important than those of others. We do not
think our ideas are better than everyone else’s ideas. Let us
serve one another. Let us be humble and help each other so
that all can be saved.

Jesus gave His love freely. Nobody could tell Him whom
to love and whom not to love. He was neither interested
in a person’s background nor in his behaviour. Not even
a person’s sins could prevent Him from loving him. He
was absolutely free in His love. He was able to love everybody. This is another wonderful aspect of this freedom, this
liberty of Jesus Christ: to love without prejudice. He was
able to love everybody, and this Spirit of love has also been
poured out into our hearts. Let us allow the Spirit to fash-

We want all of mankind to be saved. They don’t have to
become like us. They don’t need to become Canadians to be
saved. They can remain who they are. They don’t even need
to become French to be saved. Thank God! See, you didn’t
laugh when I said Canadians … but you understand what
I mean. Sometimes we think that people have to be like
us in order to be saved. There is still a hint of superiority
there—then we think that we are the model. Nothing of the
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Apostle
Earl W. Buehner

District Apostle
Enrique Eduardo Minio

sort! Jesus Christ is the model! We are merely servants. Let
us do our part to help all mankind to be saved and to enter
the kingdom of God. We do not, however, expect them to
become like we are, to have the same lifestyle as we do, to
have the same thoughts and ideas, the same tastes, and so
on. We serve each other and help and respect each other
even if our neighbour is not as we are. We have been called
to liberty in Christ, and to serve one another in love.

District Apostle
Raúl E. Montes de Oca

They are no longer prisoners. We all want to attain perfect
freedom in Jesus Christ and become like Him. We are not
forced to obey. We are free and can walk the path of obedience of our own free will. This is the way that leads to God
and the path we want to pursue. It is our decision, one we
can make freely.
We are permitted to serve the Lord as slaves. We do not
ask Him for wages, but perform this service out of love because He has done so much for us and wants to share His
inheritance with us. We serve Him willingly because we
love Him. We want to be capable of loving without prejudice. And because we have been called to liberty we want
to serve as Jesus served, and help one another. We do not
want to rule over our neighbour, but help him and accept
him as he is, and remain faithful until the end. We will be
absolutely free to receive the resurrection body and wait for
the new creation, where even the creation itself will be free
from the rule of sin. That is our future, that is our task, that
is our way.

If we act in this manner, we become heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ. Then Jesus will make us truly free.
He will free us from the constraints of human life. We will
receive the resurrection body, which is not subject to any
temporal or earthly constraints or restrictions. This body
will be completely free. It will be able to go wherever it
wants. We will have been freed of all our human weaknesses and imperfections. If we follow Christ, and accept this
freedom in Jesus Christ, He can deliver us from everything.
Then we will receive the resurrection body and enter His
kingdom, where there will be no more pain, suffering, or
tears. That is eternal bliss. At the end of time, God will deliver all of the creation. Paul already made reference to this:
“At the end of time, God will deliver the creation from the
bondage of sin and make a new creation, in which there
is no room for sin.” That is the end of the story, the whole
story: absolute freedom in God and Christ.

CORE THOUGHTS
Jesus came to deliver those who believe in Him from the bondage of sin.
Baptism frees us from original sin. The
Holy Spirit allows us to access freedom
in Christ. This freedom consists of loving and serving Christ’s image.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us just keep these few
thoughts: Jesus makes us free. Those who believe in Him
and are baptised, will be delivered from the bondage of sin.
They have the opportunity to come to God. They are no
longer prisoners. They also have the ability to renounce sin:
they are no longer forced to sin. Whenever they decide, “I
renounce sin, I don’t want to commit this sin,” Jesus will
give them the strength they need to say no to the evil one.
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On the universality of
the church and the gospel
The essential aspects of the New Apostolic faith are addressed in the first three articles of our creed. This is also
where the “universal church” is mentioned. What this means
Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider explains in the following
essay.
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The essential aspects of our faith are presented in the
early church creeds, upon which the first three Articles of
Faith of the New Apostolic Creed are based: we believe in
the triune God, the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, in
the church of Christ, in the sacraments, in the return of
Christ, and in eternal life. I would like to occupy myself
with a short, yet extremely important, passage from the
Third Article of Faith: “I believe in the one, holy, universal,
and apostolic church.” The church that is mentioned here
is the church of Christ. It is explained in our Catechism
(CNAC 2.4.3, 6.4). The church of Christ is the work of
the Holy Spirit, which can only be grasped in faith. From
the cited passage I would like to emphasise the following
aspect: we believe that the church is “universal” (Greek:
katholikós)

DOCTRINE

doubt and rejection we encounter to weaken our belief
in the universality of the church. We believe in the promise of Jesus: the gates of hell will not prevail against the
church of Christ (Matthew 16: 18)! We know, however, that
faith in the universality of the church is only of value if it
also produces works. These works consist of the universal
proclamation of the gospel and the concern that it may be
received by all.

The proclamation of the universally
valid gospel
The Apostle ministry has received the commission from
Jesus to preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16: 15).
Led by the Holy Spirit, the Apostles seek to fulfil this task.
This applies to the apostolate as a whole, that is, for the
Apostles of the early church, those of the Catholic Apostolic Church, and those of the New Apostolic Church.

Belief in the universality of the church
The universality—that is, the catholicity—of the church of
Christ derives from
■ the all-encompassing nature of the divine will to save.
God desires to make it possible for all human beings
from all time periods, all nations, and all circumstances
to be redeemed from sin and to enter into fellowship
with Him. It is in the church that this universal divine
will to save finds direct expression.
■ the commission which Christ gave His Apostles, namely
to preach the gospel without any kind of restriction. The
gospel is fully valid and effective for all human beings,
without exception.
■ the authority that Jesus conferred upon the apostolate.
There where Apostles are active all the necessary
means are provided in order to attain the fullness of
salvation.

Our testimony and our preaching are not only based on the
gospel and the doctrine, but also on our experience. If we
draw from this spiritual potential, we can address the concerns of many of our contemporaries and perhaps provide
them with answers.
■ We can comfort the poor and unfortunate with the
promise that Jesus loves them and cares for them. We
can also strengthen them by clearly showing them the
bond between Christians and how they support one
another.
■ We can strengthen those who suffer and those who are
afraid of the future by telling them about the return of
Jesus and eternal life.
■ Those who find themselves on the margins of society
will take joy in finding their place in our congregational
fellowship.
■ Congregational life opens up numerous opportunities
for believers to engage themselves and be recognised,
irrespective of their level of education or talent.
■ The doctrine of the Apostles, that is, the proper proclamation of the gospel, enables believers to change for
the better and perhaps even find personal balance.

The universality of the church can only be grasped in faith.
Indeed, the universal character of the church is not always
perceptible in its visible form, that is to say, in its historical
manifestation:
■ The Christian faith was not able to develop in the same
way everywhere.
■ Both the truth and the current relevance of the gospel
are called into question.
■ The necessity of the church as an authority for imparting
salvation is disputed.
■ The Apostles of the present are not recognised by the
majority of Christians.

All of these answers are correct and in conformance with
the gospel, however, we must also concede that they are
not valid for all. They do not necessarily apply to all human
beings and thus do not have a universal character. Not all
are poor or without means. Not all are sick and in need of
help. Not all are in need of comfort and strength. Thanks
to the progress of medicine, people today are not helplessly
exposed to sickness and suffering. A longer lifespan allows

These observations were as true in the past as they are in
the present. However, we must by no means allow the
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people today to think less about death than was the case in
the past. The development of the various means of com
munication and life in urban centres facilitates social contacts. Modern humans no longer need God in order to be
successful in their lives or find personal balance. They may
not even need God in order to become “better”. They are
therefore no longer in need of many of the comforts and
promises that are normally part of the sermon and pastoral
care!

DOCTRINE

make them more receptive to the gospel. This strategy
was not always worthwhile because it turned out that the
faith of certain believers did not have very deep roots. At
times we were hesitant to enter into contact with certain
groups of people because we thought the conditions were
not favourable for us. Here I am thinking about people who
have to live in extreme poverty or conditions of violence, or
those—and now we have the absolute opposite—who are
educated or wealthy. I am convinced that we should also
turn more of our attention to non-Christians. Let us show
the same courage as the first Christians and let us not set
any limits when it comes to proclaiming the gospel. Let us
not hesitate to be innovative!

The result: our testimony no longer has the same influence on the people we speak to. Especially among younger
people who are not faced with existential need we find little
resonance. Thus we would be well advised to concentrate
on the universal message of the gospel that is valid for all
human beings. The universality of the gospel is based on
that which Jesus Christ teaches us about God, ourselves,
our relationship with God and our neighbour, and the salvation that God prepares for us.
■ Jesus reveals the perfection of God to us. We know of no
other who is good except for Him (Psalm 16: 2, Matthew
5: 48).
■ Jesus teaches us that God is love. He loves unconditionally. He expects us to reciprocate His love freely and
willingly, that is, without any sort of coercion.
■ The gospel reveals God to us as the triune God: the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. They are three
distinct persons who are perfectly one. Only fellowship
with this God allows human beings to overcome their
differences in order to create unity among themselves.
■ Through His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ has
given us access to the kingdom of God. In order to
ultimately be liberated from the evil one at the return
of Jesus, we must follow His words and deeds, and take
Him as our example.
■ God desires to grant us His perfect peace by allowing us
to become that which He has created us to be: human
beings in His image who will dwell in eternal fellowship
with Him.

In order to proclaim the universal message of the gospel in
a convincing manner, we do not need to demonise earthly
life or paint a dark picture of the future. Such an approach
would make the truth of the gospel completely inaccess
ible to a significant proportion of the population. Following
Christ is not inconsistent with a pleasant life on this earth.
On the contrary, it can contribute to such a life!
The universal proclamation of the gospel rules out all calls
for uniformity. The new life in Christ can develop under
the most diverse of economic, spiritual, and cultural conditions! In order to follow the doctrine of the Apostles, the
younger generation does not have to share the preferences
of their forebears! Let us allow ourselves to be guided by
the example of Apostle Paul: “And to the Jews I became as a
Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law,
as under the law, that I might win those who are under the
law; to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ),
that I might win those who are without law; to the weak I
became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become
all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.
Now this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I may be partaker
of it with you” (1 Corinthians 9: 20–23). In so doing, the
Apostle was walking in the footsteps of his Sender. In order
to bring us the glad tidings, the Son of God “made Himself
of no reputation, taking on the form of a bondservant, and
coming in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2: 7).

This message is truly universal. It must be the core of the
preaching of the Apostles and of every sermon!

Having been confronted with this problem for much longer
than we have, the Catholic Church developed the notion
of “inculturation”. According to Yves Congar, a Catholic
theologian who lived from 1904 to 1995, inculturation is
based on “introducing the seed of faith to a culture and
developing it there accordingly, bringing it to expression
using the means and constitution of that culture” (free

The universal proclamation
of the gospel
The glad tidings must be proclaimed to all.
At times we have given preference to the poor and disadvantaged because we thought that their situation might
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translation from the Dictionnaire critique de théologie,
Jean-Yves Lacoste, Editions PUF). We would do well to
take direction from this notion if we want to testify of the
gospel to people of another cultural domain or pass along
our faith to future generations …

DOCTRINE

In summary, let us remain firm in faith. We believe in the
church of Christ and its universal purpose: its mission is to
proclaim the gospel to all universally. Our task is to
■ proclaim the universal message of salvation and not
hold on to aspects that are of a rather secondary nature.
■ heed the inspiration of the Holy Spirit so that the glad
tidings can be proclaimed without restrictions.
■ take direction from the example of Christ in order to be
true witnesses.

The church, a universal witness
Not only is it our responsibility to proclaim the gospel comprehensively to all people, but we must also see to it that our
testimony can be accepted by all. Once again it is in Jesus
Christ that we find our example. “For this cause I was born,
and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should
bear witness to the truth” (John 18: 37). And His testimony had effect because His works bore witness of
Him (John 10: 25).

■ © Patrick Daxenbichler - stock.adobe.com

We can only be universal witnesses of the gospel
if we are credible, that is, if we show ourselves
worthy of the message we proclaim. In accordance with the example of Jesus, we should be
■ confident. Our faith gives us firm confidence in that which we hope (Hebrews 11:
1), and this confidence must be perceived
by those around us.
■ determined to overcome evil. The testi
mony of a complacent Christian is not
credible.
■ humble. Jesus did exactly what the Father
required of Him. We are in the service of
Jesus. Let us content ourselves by doing that
which He expects of us. It is not for sinners
to discipline other sinners (John 8: 7). On the
contrary, Jesus forbids us to judge our neighbour (Matthew 7: 1).
■ unbound. The less we are bound by material
things or our own honour, the easier it will be
for us to forgive others who cause us harm.
■ filled with love for God and our neighbour.
Because we love Jesus, we are prepared to suffer for
Him and with Him. Let us love our neighbour in deed
and in truth (1 John 3: 18).

Publisher: Jean-Luc Schneider, Überlandstrasse 243, 8051 Zürich/Switzerland
Verlag Friedrich Bischoff GmbH, Frankfurter Str. 233, 63263 Neu-Isenburg/Germany
Editor: Peter Johanning
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

MARY AND MARTHA
ACCORDING TO LUKE 10: 38–42

Jesus commissions His dis
ciples to go out and proclaim
the kingdom of God to the
people. He also travels through
the region and talks about
the reign of God, which has
already begun. On his way,
he comes to Bethany.
Jesus and His disciples went to
a village where a woman called
Martha lived. She welcomed
Jesus into her house. Martha
also had a sister, Mary. She sat
at the Lord’s feet and listened to
what Jesus had to say.
Martha, though, was working
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■ Source: Magazine Wir Kinder, issue 09/18; Illustration: Mirella Fortunato

hard looking after Jesus. She
went to Jesus and said, “Lord,
do You not care that my sister
has left me to do all the work?
Tell her to help me!”
Jesus replied, “Martha, Martha,
you are worried and troubled
about many things. But only
one thing is important. Mary has
chosen the right thing and that
cannot be taken away from her.”
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FESTIVE CONCERT IN PRETORIA

Saturday: The District Apostles, Apostles and
Bishops of Southern Africa after a meeting
with the Chief Apostle.

A festive concert

The ZK Matthews Hall at the University of South Africa
(UNISA) was the venue on Saturday 8 December 2018,
when a collaboration of voices/instrumentalists from the
Gauteng East and Gauteng West Apostle areas’ members
of the greater Pretoria area performed in a festive concert.
The hall was filled with members and when Chief Apostle
Jean-Luc Schneider arrived, the expectant atmosphere became one of elation. The Chief Apostle opened proceedings
with a prayer and welcomed members to the choral.
The repertoire included pieces with a festive feel and a
touch of African traditional music, which included songs
like ‘Baba yethu’, ‘God so loved the world’, the 16th century
English Folk tune ‘What Child is this?’ and ‘Ndikhokhele
Bawo’.
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A surprise awaited the audience when the Apostles and
Bishops took to the stage and performed a recorder piece.
Another surprise thereafter, was when the visiting Apostles
and Bishops from Mozambique and Madagascar joined the
South African delegation and sang ‘Plea From Africa’. The
attendees gave the ministers a standing ovation.

Those in attendance left the hall with a warm and festive
feeling in their heart. This served as a blessed preparation
for the divine service that the Chief Apostle held on Sunday
9 December 2018.

The Sunday School children performed the songs ‘We are
the children of tomorrow’ and ‘The little drummer boy’. To
end off the concert, the choir, orchestra and Sunday School
children assembled and rendered the hymn ‘When He
cometh’.
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DIVINE SERVICE IN PRETORIA

Divine service
in Pretoria

Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider conducted a
divine service in the city of Pretoria (South Africa)
on 9 December 2018 at ZK Matthews Hall
at the University of Pretoria

Luke 1:43-45

“But why is this granted to me,
that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? For in
deed, as soon as the voice of
your greeting sounded in my
ears, the babe leaped in my
womb for joy. Blessed is she
who believed, for there will be a
fulfilment of those things which
were told her from the Lord.”

The highlight of the visit of the Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider to Pretoria, South Africa was the divine service he
held at the ZK Matthews Hall at the University of Pretoria
on Sunday, 9 December.
The Chief Apostle was accompanied by District Apostles
John Kriel and Joseph Ekhuya (Kenya) and District Apostle Helpers Kububa Soko (Zambia) and Patrick Mkhwanazi
(South Africa). All the Apostles and Bishops from Southern Africa were also in attendance.
The service was transmitted to seven countries across
Sub-Saharan Africa. The congregations around Southern
Africa received the divine service via audio-visual transmission and live streaming.
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The Chief Apostle started the service by apologising for
not being able to attend the service for ministers and their
families on Friday 7 December due to airline delays in Germany. He thanked the ministers and their families for their
work and sacrifices, and said that the Lord will bless them
as their labours are out of love and faith.

District Apostle Helper
Kububa Soko

District Apostle
Joseph Ekhuya
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The core message of the divine service: we believe that God
has chosen us to serve Him. In summary, the Chief Apostle
reiterated that as Christians we believe that God has elected
us to profess the gospel and serve Him in the Church. We
faithfully follow the Lord despite our afflictions. Inspired
by the Holy Spirit, those whom God has elected will receive
our testimony and find Jesus in His Church.
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