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Don’t give up
on the promise!
Dear brothers and sisters,
■ NAC International

God has given us a promise: He wants to bless us. Let us
make every effort to recognise this blessing and share it
with others. Don’t give up on this promise.
God gives us what we need in order to obtain eternal salvation. He offers human beings the possibility to be with
Him forever. This is His blessing: His wealth and, ultimately, eternal fellowship with Him.

If we remain faithful to Jesus Christ, He will bless us and
make us a source of blessing for others. It is my heartfelt
wish that we pass His promise on to future generations.

God gives so that we can share with our neighbour. Let us
share our spiritual riches with our neighbour already today,
in the course of our lives, and then also later in the kingdom
of God. It is our wish that human beings can come to God.

Yours sincerely,

It is up to us to keep this promise and pass it on to our
children and to our neighbour: “Trust in God, He will bless
you!”
Dear brothers and sisters, it is also up to us that we recognise this blessing and share it. Please do not tire of trying
to recognise this blessing and speaking about it with your
neighbour!

Jean-Luc Schneider
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■ Jonas Spengler and Marc Genoux

At the beginning of the year, on 6 January 2019,
Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider conducted a divine
service in Berne-Ostermundigen (Switzerland). He
was accompanied by District Apostle Jürg Zbinden
(Switzerland), Apostle Manuel Luiz (Portugal),
Apostle Uli Falk (Germany), as well as the Apostles
and Bishops from Switzerland

Rich in
Christ
Dear brothers and sisters, it is a beautiful start when we
can gather together right on the first Sunday of the year in
order to praise and glorify the Lord, as the children have so
nicely sung. In so doing we profess our faith in the almighty
God. It does us good to begin the year in the knowledge
and confidence that God is still the Almighty! Nothing will
happen this year that could stand in the way of His plan of
redemption in any way. He will see to it that the plan of salvation will continue to unfold and that nothing will hinder
it. He is the God of love, and it is His plan to lead you and
me—and many other people who so desire—into fellowship with Him. God is immeasurably rich in love and kindness. He desires to help all human beings. He desires to lead
all human beings into fellowship with Himself. His glory
far surpasses anything we could ever imagine. And because

1 Corinthians 1: 5–7

“… that you were enriched in
everything by Him in all utterance and
all knowledge, even as the testimony
of Christ was confirmed in you, so
that you come short in no gift,
eagerly waiting for the revelation of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”
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God is so rich in His glory, so rich in love and kindness, He
wants all of us to share in His wealth. That is His objective.
He has created mankind in order to live in perfect fellowship with Him. And He will see to it that every human being will have the opportunity to share in His wealth. Only it
is up to each individual human being to decide whether he
or she wants this or not.

Son of God has become Man, has died, and has resurrected.
I am a Christian, which means I believe this! And I believe
that the Son of God will come again at some point. I believe in the gospel and in the word of God. Simply holding
something to be true will not make me rich. Even attending
the divine services and doing so merely out of a kind of
tradition—as a Christian one goes to church, and a New
Apostolic Christian attends the New Apostolic Church—is
not enough to make us rich. This testimony of Jesus Christ
must be powerful. This means that our faith in Jesus Christ
must become a true force within us. It must live within us.
This faith should be the driving force that inspires us to
think: “Yes indeed, we do want to go to Jesus Christ! We
do indeed want to live in accordance with His will. We do
indeed want to become as He is. Let us live in Jesus Christ.
Let us be inspired by the fact that the Son of God became
Man for us, that He overcame
death and the devil, that He is
the first human being to enter
into heaven in the resurrected
body. Let us be inspired by His
promise: “I will come again,
and then you can be with Me
again!” Let us be inspired by the doctrine and the gospel.
This testimony of Christ must be powerful in us, otherwise
we cannot become rich in God. Let us see to it again and
again that Jesus Christ becomes a power in our heart. Despite all that we experience, despite all that the world offers
us, let us not forget: God has become Man. He has died
for us. He is the first to have entered heaven. He will come
again. That cannot help but inspire enthusiasm within us! It
must burn within us!

Our motto for the year is “Rich in Christ”. We want the
wealth of God. Let us become rich in God. In order to become rich in God, in order to receive His wealth, He has
established a way for us. There are not two hundred ways.
There is only one way. This way is called Jesus Christ. The
Son of God came to this earth and became a man. He made
Himself equal to mankind in order to reveal who God actually is, how He is, what He intends, and how close He is.
Through His sacrificial death
and resurrection, He prepared
the way for mankind to be able
to enter into the kingdom of
God: if you follow Me, you can
become rich in God and attain
this wealth. The wealth of God
is comprised of divine kindness and divine wealth. How
ever, it is up to us to decide: do we want to become rich?

Let us serve God—each
of us in our place

Let us occupy ourselves with this year’s motto and how we
can become rich in God? Of what does this wealth in Christ
consist? How can we share this wealth?
It is my wish that this theme will flow into the sermons
again and again—even if it is not explicitly written in the
Divine Service Guide. It is to make its way into the sermon
such that the congregations and the members may occupy themselves with it. The Holy Spirit will awaken many
thoughts among the members, among the young people,
among the children. And these thoughts will help reinforce
the thought: “Yes indeed, I want to become rich in Christ!”

Paul states that God became poor so that we could become
rich. He became a poor human being just so that we could
become rich! He has made Himself poor in order that we
could become rich! What do we have to do in order to become rich in God? Jesus mentioned this right at the start of
the Sermon on the Mount: “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5: 3). That
was the first element of His sermon at the time. To be poor
in spirit does not mean that we need to be stupid! How
then can we become poor in spirit? Those who are humble enough to be obedient are poor in spirit. They will not
act in accordance with their own will, but rather in accordance with the will of God. For them, the commandments of
God are the best thing there is. They will shape their lives
by these commandments and remain obedient to God. For
many people this is too much to ask. They allow themselves
the luxury of deciding when the commandments apply or
not, or when they might be helpful. On a spiritual level,
however, such people are indeed poor. They cannot be bless-

How can we become rich in Christ? The first condition
is that we must believe in Christ! Without that it will not
work. There is only one way to come to God. This one way
is Jesus Christ, and we must believe in Him. Here Paul
states that the testimony of Christ is to be confirmed within
us—in other words, it is to become strong within us. We
believe in Jesus Christ, in the incarnation of Jesus Christ,
in His sacrificial death, and in His resurrection. We also believe in His promise: “I will come again and receive you to
Myself ” (John 14: 3). We believe in His teaching and in His
gospel. This is the truth and the way to blessing! This is the
way to come to God and to please God—we believe this!
This faith is not merely something we “hold to be true”. The
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ed or become rich in God. The humble—the poor
in spirit—will say: “God knows better—I will keep
to the commandments, no matter what happens.
This is the best way for me.” These are the poor in
spirit. Let us therefore become poor in spirit, and let
us humble ourselves in order to become rich.
Another aspect is: Jesus did not come so that we
might serve Him. He came in order to serve us! He
humbled Himself and served us. And in order to
become rich, we must serve God. We must work.
Jesus spoke a great deal about work: if we wish to become
rich in God, we must serve, we must work, we must make
an effort. There are many parables with messages to this
effect: the parables of the talents, the labourers in the vineyard, and so on. Jesus often raised this subject. You cannot
earn your salvation, but you must work, you must make
an effort—otherwise you will not become rich. If we want
to become rich this year, then we must work, we must accomplish something. Let us serve God—each one of us in
our place.

talent simply buried it. He was lazy and did nothing with it.
And in the end he received nothing! Those who came back
with the ten talents and four talents received exactly the
same reward. Thereby Jesus wanted to show us that it is not
the result, but rather the effort that counts.
There are some congregations that are very large and very
lively. They have a wonderful teaching structure, are thoroughly informed about everything, and are well educated
in faith. They have a large choir. There is nice music there.
The members have already been New Apostolic for three
generations and have received a great deal. And the other
brother was just sealed the day before yesterday, and belongs to a small congregation with four members. They
have one Priest, who is not theologically trained and does
not know his way around the Bible so well, but he gives
his best. God is not expecting the same results here! From
those whom He has given much, He also expects much.

The parable of the talents is very interesting. The master
gave one of his servants five talents, the other two, and the
other one. Why did he decide it that way? The one who
had been given the five talents worked with them and came
back with another five talents. The one who had been given
two talents also worked with them, and came back with another two talents. The servant who had been given only one
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He answered, “Go to all your neighbours, and borrow all
the vessels you can, and then go home and fill these vessels
with your jar of oil.” So she went to all her neighbours and
borrowed all the vessels she could. And then she filled them
up one after the other until they were all filled with oil and
there were no vessels left. Then
she went and sold the oil and she
and her son were able to live on
what was left (2 Kings 4: 1–7).
Had she been worried about
whether her neighbour’s vessels
were clean, or had she decided that one or the other vessel
didn’t look so nice, she would
have had much less oil in the end. She even used vessels
that did not belong to her house!

From those whom He has given less—for whatever reason—He also expects less. However, He expects all of them
to work intensively. Let us work intensively. Let us work on
our salvation intensively. Let us serve the Lord intensively.
This is our priority: our soul’s salvation. Our service to the
Lord is the priority of our lives.
Those who are poor in this respect—and who serve in this
manner—can indeed become
rich in Jesus Christ.

Service to the Lord:
that is the highest
priority of our lives

How else can we become rich?
There are many other possibil
ities. For example, no one can
bless himself. That will not work. That is what it says in our
Catechism and it is a Christian profession. In order to receive blessing, one needs the servants whom God has sent
and called in order to impart blessing to us. These are the
ordained ministers who conduct the divine services and
dispense blessings. An example: there was a widow with
two sons, and she had some heavy debts. Her husband had
died and she was in a very difficult position. The prophet
Elisha came to her and said, “I can help you. What do you
have at home?” She told him that all she had was a jar of oil.

Dear brothers and sisters, we cannot always expect God to
send us ministers who correspond exactly to our expectations. Let us accept all of those whom God gives us. The
more we accept them, the more blessing we can receive.
And in this manner we can become rich. Let us have a deep
faith and let us be obedient. That is the way to become rich.
Let us accept the ministers whom God sends us.
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Let us also demonstrate our gratitude and trust in God by
way of our offerings. This is also a topic that comes up again
and again in the Bible. Those who are faithful in offering are
rich. And the important thing here has nothing to do with
the finances of the global Church! The important thing is
that we bring our offerings as a sign of our gratitude and
trust in God. Those who are poor in spirit know: “I have
earned nothing! Everything I possess, I have received by
grace. That is the grace of God! And for this I am thankful,
and my offerings are an expression of my gratitude.” Those
who are poor in spirit will say, “Dear Lord, I will give You
Your portion and I know that you will take care of me. You
will give me what I absolutely need.” Let us bring our offerings. This has nothing to do with money and finances. Our
offerings are an expression of our gratitude toward God
and our trust in God.

not please God. The Lord Jesus said, “If anyone desires
to come after Me, let him deny himself ” (Luke 9: 23). At
times we have thoughts—which are not necessarily evil or
wrong—but they are not consistent with Jesus Christ. This
may have to do with certain attitudes of heart, traditions, or
whatever else, but they simply are not consistent with the
gospel. Let us not debate forever about what is right and
wrong. Let us simply do without these things because they
are not consistent with Jesus Christ. We cannot become
rich by hanging on to them.
What does it mean to be rich in Christ anyway? One could
list a number of things, but there is one thing that is very
important, and Paul talks about it here: it is knowledge. We
know what God has in mind. In this world people absolutely want to know what will happen in the future. What is
in store for us? What is behind it? People spend all sorts of
money to be informed. They spend money for newspapers,
reports, and so on. We know what is happening: God continues to work on His plan. The end is eternal fellowship
with God in the new creation. God will see to it that all human beings who desire to enter there will indeed enter. The
near future is the return of the Lord. I know exactly what
God has in mind with me. I do not know every street and
every corner, but I do know the way and I do know where
the journey will lead me. Those who truly believe in this are

God has promised: those who offer will be blessed—because it is this attitude of heart that He blesses, not the
money! What counts is the attitude of heart. Those who are
poor in spirit will say, “Everything comes from You, and I
am thankful for it. You are the one who provides for me,
and I trust in You!”
Let us become rich in Christ. To this end, we must natural
ly also sanctify ourselves and let go of all things that do
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rich. Naturally, we do not always rejoice over the fact that
we must die, nor do we rejoice when someone dies. But we
know where the path leads and what God plans to do. This
is a great wealth which we often underestimate. We know
that God has all things in His hand. Those who have such a
strong faith, those who are poor in spirit, will indeed possess this wealth and this knowledge.

What enormous wealth! And we can share it by forgiving
our neighbour. People think that they will lose out if they
do not get even, if they do not insist on their rights. But
we know that we do not become any poorer by forgiving,
on the contrary: we become even richer. Let us share the
wealth of this grace with our fellow human beings. Let us
share the gospel with our fellow human beings, and let us
tell them, “You are also loved! We know where the path
leads, and you are also part of this plan!” Let us also speak
of the gospel and continue to spread its message: “God is
love. He desires to save you! Everything that we possess we
have received from God!”

Another kind of wealth that is of inestimable value: we
know that we are loved. Each one of us is unconditionally
loved and is able to say, “I know that there is One who loves
me, and that is my God—even if I at times do something
wrong. He loves me all the same. He does not love me because He needs me. He does not love me out of any particular interest. He does not love me because I have done
anything good or beautiful. He simply loves me as I am.
He Himself is love. He cannot do otherwise. This is a kind
of wealth which we at times underestimate. It could be a
little more prominent in our hearts, this joy of knowing: I
am loved, no matter what happens. And we have the best
Advocate there is: Jesus Christ. He intercedes on our behalf again and again, and grants us His grace. He is the best
Defender we have! Those who believe in Jesus Christ can
always depend on this Defender. He will come and forgive
us our debts.

We are thankful and give God our offerings. Every now and
then God tells us that our neighbour is in distress. In other
countries there are also people who are suffering from poverty. Let us reach into our pockets and give them something. Let us also share this kind of wealth! To be rich in
Christ means that we are not dependent on money. A true
Christian—a humble Christian—possesses inner peace.
This peace is not dependent on possessions. The assurance
that God will grant me everything that I need in order to
enter into His kingdom is the most important thing of all
to me. That also puts the importance of money and possessions into perspective. Then we are no longer plagued by
greed and covetousness, as so many people are today. Those
who are rich in Christ are liberated and no longer suffer
from greed or envy. They are simply satisfied and content.
Their inner happiness, their sense of equilibrium, is no
longer dependent on their possessions, and for this reason
they can also go around to others and help wherever it is
needed. All of us could still stand to improve in this respect.

We can rejoice that we belong to a congregation. We are
not alone. Naturally, not everything in the congregation is
perfect. The one congregation is big and the other is small.
Some members are pleasant and others are not so pleasant.
Some are like we are, and others are completely different.
Let us be poor in spirit in the way we look at this: our congregation constitutes great wealth! We can pray for one another. Dear brothers and sisters, let us see the congregation
with spiritually sanctified eyes. It is a community where all
pray for one another, a community that manages to be one
in Jesus Christ despite all its other differences. Often we do
not realise how great this wealth really is. When you look
around this wide world, whether here in Switzerland or in
other countries, we see that people generally want to belong
to some sort of group and enjoy some form of fellowship.
We have been born into a congregation. That is a kind of
wealth which we undervalue at times. We want to inherit
the great wealth of fellowship with God, but already today,
let us become richer and richer in Jesus Christ. We can do
so by becoming poorer and poorer in spirit, by remaining
humble, by being devoted to God, by serving Jesus, by remaining obedient, and by sanctifying ourselves.

Dear brothers and sisters, those are some thoughts. “Rich
in Christ”—that is to be our motto for this year. It is to
occupy our hearts—and the Holy Spirit will also awaken
many other beautiful thoughts on the subject.

CORE THOUGHTS
■

Let us also share this wealth with our neighbour. We will
not become any poorer in the process. We also possess the
wealth of grace. Jesus Christ defends us. He forgives us.
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	God makes those who demonstrate faith
and humbleness rich.

■

	We aspire to be rich in knowledge, love, grace, and peace.

■

	We share our wealth with our neighbour.

DOCTRINE

■ Björn Renz
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Ministries, gifts, and services
in the church of Christ
The church of Christ, what exactly is that? Answers are given in the following treatise by the Chief
Apostle.
Paul makes use of the image of the body in order to describe the church. The believers are members of the body
of Christ. Each one of them has a different function. His
use of this image is not intended to give a definition of the
church, but simply to describe some of its aspects.
■ Christ is the head of the body, namely of the church
(Colossians 1: 18): the church stands in the service of
Christ just as the body puts into action the decisions
made in the head.
■ The members of the body are all different: they
may not all have the same function to perform (Romans
12: 4), however, they work together and serve one
another.
■ For the edification of the body, God has given individual
gifts and services (Ephesians 4: 11–13; Romans 12: 6–8;
1 Corinthians 12: 4–11).

■

The growth of the church as the body of Christ results
from the will and actions of God (Colossians 2: 19).

The church of Christ is comprised of all those believers who
belong to Christ through baptism, belief, and profession.
This is something we can only grasp by faith.
At the time of Paul, the Christians were gathered around
the Apostles. In those days there were not yet multiple
church communities or denominations, nevertheless, Paul
could not have known which Christians were really part of
the church of Christ. Only God can see the sincerity of faith
in each individual.
Today we are confronted with a great diversity of Christian churches. And here the church of Christ must not
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be confused with these institutions or church communities. Among others, it consists of Catholic, New Apostolic,
Protestant, and Orthodox Christians, yet it cannot be
equated with the Catholic Church, New Apostolic Church,
Protestant Church, or Orthodox Church, nor even with the
sum total of all of these churches.

DOCTRINE

Here it is of note that the letters of the Apostles clearly emphasise the imperfect nature of the church of Christ in its
historical reality—because it was comprised of imperfect
men and women.

Gifts and services in the church of
Christ after the death of the Apostles

Ministries, gifts, and services in
the early church

For centuries after the death of the Apostles of the early
church, the apostolate was no longer personally occupied.
For this reason it was no longer possible to
■ ordain servants into a spiritual ministry, that is to say,
sanctify, bless, and authorise them in the name of the
triune God.
■ dispense the gift of the Holy Spirit.
■ obtain the fullness of the gifts and blessings during
the celebration of Holy Communion—a fullness linked
to receiving a wafer consecrated by an Apostle or a
minister appointed by him.

Jesus Christ equipped His church with the Apostle min
istry. He chose the Apostles, authorised, blessed, and sanctified them, and entrusted them with the administration
of the sacraments. It is through the Apostle ministry that
believers have access to the fullness of salvation.
In addition to the Apostle ministry, God has also equipped
the church with other gifts and spiritual services. The New
Testament cites the following.
■ Romans 12 mentions prophecy, teaching, exhortation,
leading (the congregation), and mercy.
■ In 1 Corinthians 12: 8–10 the gifts of wisdom, know
ledge, faith, healing, working miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, speaking in different kinds of tongues,
and interpretation of tongues are mentioned. Thereafter
(verse 28) the letter mentions Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, gifts of healings, helps, (congregational)
administrations, and varieties of tongues.
■ Ephesians 4 mentions apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors, and teachers.

Nevertheless, God continued to provide for the church of
Christ. It was still possible for those who believed in Jesus
Christ to be baptised with water and incorporated into the
body of Christ. The Holy Spirit continued His activity of
salvation by equipping the members of the church of Christ
with the gifts required for the proclamation of the gospel,
the deepening of knowledge, and the development of the
church.
Faithful Christians used their gifts to serve Christ and His
church: they proclaimed the gospel, taught and exhorted
the believers, searched the Scriptures and thereby advanced
knowledge, led and organised church communities, and
helped those in need. During all this time, the church of
Christ was able to continue in its historical manifestation
because believers who had been baptised with water engaged the gifts they had received from God in service to the
body of Christ.

By grace, God dispenses all of these gifts, or charisms, upon
those whom He has elected for a service in the church. Paul
makes use of the image of the body in order to explain that
not all have received the same gifts, but that each one is to
put his particular gifts into the service of all. As members
of the same body, the believers are called upon to demonstrate humbleness (Romans 12: 3), unity (Ephesians 4: 3),
and solidarity (1 Corinthians 12: 26).

On the other hand, the imperfections of the church members were also the root and cause of certain deficiencies,
which is how the numerous divisions that so adversely affected Christendom are to be understood, for example.

Having been commissioned by Jesus to edify the church,
the Apostles of the early church ordained Deacons, who
supported them in their work. Later they gave structure
to the church by appointing local leaders (called elders or
bishops) and prescribing how the various gifts were to be
applied in the church (1 Corinthians 14; 1 Peter 4: 10).

Publisher: Jean-Luc Schneider, Überlandstrasse 243, 8051 Zürich/Switzerland
Verlag Friedrich Bischoff GmbH, Frankfurter Str. 233, 63263 Neu-Isenburg/Germany
Editor: Peter Johanning
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

JESUS HEALS A MAN
AT THE POOL OF
BETHESDA
JOHN 5: 1–18

The Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem
was surrounded by five porches. And
in these lay a large number of people
with various physical ailments. They
were either blind or lame or sick in
some other way.They were all waiting
for the water to be moved. Whoever
stepped in first was healed.

11

Among the many people waiting
there was a man who had been
sick for 38 years. When Jesus
saw the man lying there, He
asked him, “Do you want to be
made well?”
The man answered, “Sir, there is
no one to help me get into the
pool when the water starts moving. I try to be the first one, but
someone else always goes in
before I can.”
Jesus told him, “Rise, take up
your bed and walk.”
The man got up. He was
healed! He took his bed and
walked.

community 02/2019

The people asked him who this
man was, but he had no idea who
it was.
Afterwards Jesus found the man in
the temple. He said to him, “See,
you have been made well. Sin no
more, lest a worse thing come
upon you.” Then the man knew
that it was Jesus who had healed
him. He told everyone about it.

12

■ Source: Magazine Wir Kinder, Edition 11/2018; Illustration: Mirella Fortunato

This all happened on the
Sabbath. While he was walking
away some of the people said
to the man, “Hey you, today is
the Sabbath. You should not
be carrying your bed on the
Sabbath.”
The man replied, “The man who
made me well said to me, ‘Take
up your bed and walk!’”

CHILDREN’S CORNER
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GLOBAL NEWS

Left: The Chief Apostle retires District Apostle Andrew Andersen in Brisbane
Below: Retirement of District Apostle Urs Hebeisen in Manila

Changes in the circle
of the Apostles
Nine Apostles were ordained by Chief Apostle Schneider in the second half of last year. He also
appointed two new District Apostles. One Apostle passed away, seven Apostles and two District
Apostles retired, and one Apostle was dismissed.
On 31 December 2018 there were 355 active Apostles. They
are assisted by an additional 253,000 priestly and diaconal
ministers in 59,000 congregations across the globe. Including the Chief Apostle, there are a total of 355 Apostles, of
whom nine are District Apostle Helpers and sixteen District Apostles.

Sukadi (1964), Merlin Wamba Basolo (1960), and Kayembe
Muteba (1966) for the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
and Aldin Makoundi Bifiga (1978) for Congo-Brazzaville.
The divine service was attended by 9,000 people, while
many more in the country were able to watch a broadcast
on national TV.

Ordinations and appointments

Bishop Oscar Sibota Kalumiana (1964) received the Apostle ministry for Zambia on Sunday, 12 August 2018. The
Chief Apostle carried the ordination out in a divine service
in Dar es Salaam (Tanzania).

On Sunday, 22 July 2018 District Evangelist Kalenga Roger
Kabengele (1965) was ordained an Apostle in Kindu (Democratic Republic of the Congo) by the Chief Apostle. More
than 4,000 brothers and sisters attended the divine service.

On Sunday, 30 September 2018, Chief Apostle Schneider
celebrated a divine service in Brisbane (Australia). He appointed District Apostle Helper Peter Schulte (1963) as
District Apostle for the newly established District Apostle Area Western Pacific. Besides Australia, New Zealand,

Chief Apostle Schneider ordained four Apostles in a service in our Kinshasa-Limete church (Democratic Republic
of the Congo) on 29 July 2018: these are André Mutanga
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GLOBAL NEWS
The District Apostle John L Kriel
retires Apostle Matthew Arendse at
Strand Gustrouw

On Sunday, 12 August 2018, the Chief Apostle conducted a
divine service in Dar es Salaam (Tanzania). In this service,
which was broadcast on national television, Apostle Francis Charo Kazungu Kingura (1953) from Kenya went into
retirement after 21 years as an Apostle.
Apostle Matthew Arendse (1958) had to retire early for
health reasons. The Chief Apostle had commissioned
District Apostle John L. Kriel to carry out the retirement,
which took place in Strand Gustrouw (South Africa) on
Sunday, 23 September 2018.
In the second half of 2018 two District Apostles retired. The
first retirement was carried out by the Chief Apostle on 30
September 2018 in Brisbane (Australia). District Apostle
Andrew H. Andersen (1951) retired after 30 years in the
Apostle ministry, seventeen of which he served as a District
Apostle.

Papua New Guinea, and many islands in the Pacific, the
congregations in China, South Korea, Hong Kong, Japan,
and Taiwan now also belong to this district.
Bishop Samuel Handojo Tansahtikno (1971) was ordained
into the Apostle ministry for the Philippines and District
Evangelist Prem Mohan Ray (1970) for India. The Chief
Apostle carried these ordinations out on 18 November
2018 in Manila in the Philippines. In the same service he
appointed District Apostle Helper Edy Isnugroho (1963)
District Apostle for South-East Asia.

On Sunday, 18 November 2018 the Chief Apostle conducted a divine service in Manila (Philippines) and placed District Apostle Urs Hebeisen (1952) into retirement after 36
years in the Apostle ministry, ten of which he served as a
District Apostle.
On Monday, 19 November 2018 Chief Apostle Schneider
dismissed Apostle Songseang Phat (1973). He had worked
in Cambodia since 2015.

Bishop Ralph Wittich (1960) received the Apostle ministry
on Sunday, 23 December 2018. The Chief Apostle carried
the ordination out in a divine service in Weimar (Germany)

In a service on 23 December 2018 in Weimar (Germany),
the Chief Apostle placed Apostle Rolf Wosnitzka (1953)
into retirement.

Retirements and dismissal
After 21 years in the Apostle ministry, Benjamin Tshiamala
(1953) was retired in a divine service on 21 July 2018 by
Chief Apostle Schneider in Kindu (Democratic Republic
of the Congo).

Obituary
Apostle Zuhuke Hungito (1959) from Papua New Guinea
passed away unexpectedly on 19 October 2018 at the age
of 59. He was on his way to visit members in Madang
province. The funeral was held by District Apostle Peter
Schulte on 31 October 2018 in Lae (Papua New Guinea).
Apostle Hungito served almost 30 years as a minister in
the Church: twelve of these as a Bishop and seven as an
Apostle. He is survived by his wife, Mary, and their six
children. In a letter informing the Apostles of their fellow Apostle’s death, Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider expressed his sincere sympathy to the Apostle’s family and all
those mourning his death. “May our heavenly Father grant
them much comfort, strength, and confidence during this
difficult time.”

In a service on 29 July 2018 in Kinshasa-Limete (Democratic Republic of the Congo), the Chief Apostle placed
the Apostles Kum-Bading Handjamba (1953) and Sadisa
Kumala (1953) into retirement. For many years the two
men had been responsible for numerous congregations,
240 and 350 respectively.
By commission of the Chief Apostle, District Apostle
Charles S. Ndandula retired Apostle Stanley Munsaka
(1953) in a divine service on 5 August 2018. He had been
an Apostle for 26 years.
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The District Apostle with ministers and
confirmands of Towerby congregation

Confirmation
Confirmation divine services took place in most congregations on Sunday 3 February 2019 with close to 5000 fledgling believers pledging their faithfulness to God.
The preparation for confirmation 2019 was extra special for
the confirmands of Towerby as the District Apostle enjoyed
fellowship with them in their final preparatory moments
on Saturday 2 February 2019.
On Sunday, the confirmands and members of Towerby
congregation were served by District Apostle J Kriel. He
was accompanied by District Apostle Helper P Mkhwanazi
and Apostle A Page.

Forest Hill Congregation

Knole Park Congregation
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Blue Horizon Congregation

Before the start of the service, the Sunday School children
warmed the hearts of the congregants with the playing of
their recorders.

The confirmands were encouraged to remain rich in Christ
and to share their spiritual treasures with others.
After the divine service the new young people were presented with a letter from the Chief Apostle. The festive
morning was ended off with photos taken at the altar.

The Bible word for this special divine service was taken
out of Luke 6: 45, “A good man out of the good treasure of
his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil
treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks”.

New Woodlands North Congregation

Macassar Congregation

Sasolburg and Vanderbijlpark Congregations
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Oxford Street Congregation

Strand-Gustrouw Congregation

Sir Lowry’s Pass Congregation
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Divine service
for Young People
Silvertown

Dunrobin-Bellville

Newly-confirmed young people of the Southern Africa
Area received a warm welcome into the ranks of the youth
during a divine service on Sunday 17 February 2019. This
special occasion also coincided with the 1 year anniversary
of YPC18218.

Before the celebration of Holy Communion the second expansion to the liturgy was introduced to the young people.
They were invited to observe a moment of silence, instead
of singing the hymn of repentance. The newly introduced
moment of silence aims to strengthen the young people’s
awareness of the absolution and celebration of Holy Communion.

The Bible word was taken out of 2 Chronicles 1:9-10. As
part of the expansion to the liturgy for divine services for
young people, a participant can read out an excerpt from
the Bible or the Catechism of the New Apostolic Church
as is performed during selected festive divine services such
as Christmas, Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday,
Ascension Day and Pentecost. The excerpt for this occasion
was taken out of 2 Timothy 4:5-8.

The young people of Southern
Africa now look forward
to the annual Dragon
Boat Regatta which
will take place on Monday 22 April 2019.

Lavistown
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Burial Information
The annual subscription of R340.00 per policy
for 2019/2020 becomes payable by 30 June
2019. This subscription provides funeral cover
from 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020.
BANKING DETAILS
STANDARD BANK
ACCOUNT NAME: New Apostolic Church Burial Fund
BRANCH CODE: 051001
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 07-182-1163
REFERENCE: Congregation Name or Code
(for payments on collection list)
OR
Member Number
(in the case of individual member payment)
The next burial information session will be televised at
7pm via NACTV on Thursday, 23 May 2019.

Visit of Chief Apostle
Jean-Luc Schneider

MOTO 2019:

Divine Service for Children - Year of the Child

11 May 2019 at 15:00
Divine Service

12 May 2019 at 09:00

RICH
CHRIST
IN

Live Audio-Visual Transmission from Lavistown church
to all congregations on our NACTV network.

New Apostolic Church
Southern Africa

