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A powerful
force
Dear brothers and sisters,
■ NAC International

The Holy Spirit works in a powerful manner. This was already the case in the past, it is still the case today, and it
will also continue to be so tomorrow. The Holy Spirit admonishes, strengthens, comforts, and inspires. He is our
constant companion in all situations of life.
We recognise the Holy Spirit in His activity. In the church
of Christ He has always reinforced belief in Jesus—even in
times of persecution, need, and suffering. And He urges us
today—as He has done in the past—to continue spreading
the gospel with the certainty that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.

Nothing can ever stop the Holy Spirit. Nothing will stop
the progress of the kingdom of God. The Holy Spirit is at
work with all His might. With all our might, let us allow
this power to be revealed in the congregations and within
ourselves.

Through the Apostle ministry, the Holy Spirit prepares the
believers for the return of Jesus. Through the apostolate, believers receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and celebrate Holy
Communion in fellowship with one another.

Let us thank the Holy Spirit again and again for His activity
in the church of Christ, in the Apostle ministry, in the congregations, and within each and every one of us.
Warm greetings

The Holy Spirit is active in the congregations—both in
small congregations and large ones, regardless of the different cultures and conditions of life. He is present.
Within the believers the Holy Spirit produces the strength
to remain faithful to Jesus Christ, to believe in Him, and to
trust in Him. The Holy Spirit provides the strength to bear
our burdens and to serve our neighbour in the congregation.

Jean-Luc Schneider
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Members in nearly 100 countries witnessed
the divine service originating in Goslar in Germany

Well, dear sisters, dear brothers, on Pentecost we commemorate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the institution
of the church of Christ—and that is naturally a reason to
celebrate. It is a nice opportunity for us to bring honour
and praise to God the Holy Spirit. I know that this seems a
little too abstract at times. We have rather a simple image
of God the Father. We can easily imagine the Creator. After
all, we can see the creation. With God the Father we associate the image of a caring Father, who provides for us. When
it comes to the Son of God, we immediately think of Jesus
Christ. And here we could imagine a great many things.
But the Holy Spirit, the power of God—this is still a little
more abstract. We cannot really come up with an image for
the Holy Spirit. We can only experience and recognise the
Holy Spirit by that which He does upon human beings, and

1 Corinthians 12: 13

“For by one Spirit we were all
baptised into one body—whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or
free—and have all been made to
drink into one Spirit.”
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through human beings. We recognise the Holy Spirit by
His activity. And then everything immediately becomes
concrete for us.

cuted, and still others had to live through situations of great
suffering and need. And yet the Holy Spirit always ensured
that they were strengthened so that they could remain firm
in their faith in Jesus Christ. Throughout the entire history
of Christianity there have been so many Christians who experienced such terrible things. Everyone said, “Well now,
where is God?” But strengthened through the preaching
of the gospel, they remained steadfast: “No! I believe in
Jesus Christ! I will continue to follow Him.” Here we can
recognise the powerful activity of the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit has always been at work in
the church of Christ. Naturally,
many things that were not pleasant
have also occurred in the visible
church of Christ—and this is simply because human beings always
are—and remain—human beings.
At times, the name of Jesus Christ
was abused in order to wage war.
Christians have even persecuted and killed non-Christians.
Christians have even fought among themselves and killed
one another. Many other mistakes and serious errors have
been committed, simply because human beings are human
beings. But the Holy Spirit has seen to it that, despite all
human imperfections, it has always been possible to continue spreading the gospel, and for Christians to continue
believing in Jesus Christ and remain faithful to Him. When

Ever since the institution of the church of Christ, the Holy
Spirit has been working very powerfully within the church
of Christ. He has never ceased to be active in the church of
Christ. Ever since the Holy Spirit has been active on earth,
He has granted countless human beings the knowledge that
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Paul states that without the
activity of the Spirit, a human being would not be able to recognise
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
Whenever any human being comes
to the recognition that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God, this is an effect
of the Holy Spirit’s activity. All this
time, the Holy Spirit has seen to it
that believing human beings, who
have come to faith in Jesus Christ, could be incorporated
into the church of Christ through baptism. The Holy Spirit
has seen to it that the message of the gospel could be spread
to the most remote corners of the world. He has seen to
it that the believers could be strengthened in their faith
through the preaching of the gospel. It is quite something
to think about all the things that Christians have had to experience and endure over these centuries: many were perse-

The fire of the Holy
Spirit burns in all
the congregations!

A Bible reading from Acts 2: 36–43 follows
the reading of the Bible text (right)
Interpreters arrive at the church in Goslar (below)
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we think about this for a moment, we realise just how
powerfully the Holy Spirit has been at work. Despite all
the misery, despite all the temptations, and despite all the
errors that have been committed, the Christian faith has
not died out. There are still many Christians who believe
and who follow Jesus Christ! We give thanks to the Holy
Spirit for working so powerfully throughout all of these
centuries—and for the
fact that He is still at
work today!

has been newly occupied, there have also been many obstacles to overcome. Here and there the Apostles and their
followers were also persecuted. But the Holy Spirit simply
continued working. No one was able to stop Him. Even the
Apostles are only human beings who are imperfect. And
even where the Apostles are at work there will be mistakes.
Even there it can happen that human views or culturally
based interpretations
are mixed into the sermon. And then certain
things are preached
where we must admit:
“Well, that really has
nothing to do with
the gospel.” Even the
Apostles are only human beings who are certainly imperfect. But these human
inadequacies have never stopped the Holy Spirit. He works
powerfully through the Apostles. And the gift of the Holy
Spirit is dispensed, Holy Communion is celebrated, and the
bride is being prepared. We are thankful to the Holy Spirit
that He still works powerfully through the Apostle ministry, and that imperfect human beings can be prepared as
the bride of Christ.

We give thanks to the Holy
Spirit for working so powerfully
throughout all of these centuries

We give thanks to the
Holy Spirit for working through the apostolate. Ever since the
apostolate was newly
occupied, the Holy Spirit has worked powerfully through
the Apostles. Through them human beings are able to
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and become a new cre
ation in Jesus Christ. The powerful effect of the Holy Spirit
makes it possible for us to celebrate Holy Communion and
thereby partake in the body and blood of Jesus. Through
the Apostles the Spirit works powerfully and tells us, “The
Lord is coming soon!” But ever since the Apostle ministry
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The Holy Spirit works powerfully in the church of Christ.
He works powerfully through the Apostle ministry. He
works powerfully in the congregations and in the children
of God. At present we have around 60,000 congregations
around the world. And the fire of the Holy Spirit burns in
all of these congregations! I am prompted to think about
the young people. You can well imagine that I have to make
some sort of reference to last weekend! All of those who
enjoyed this great assembly with the youth in Düsseldorf
can attest: the fire of the Holy Spirit is burning there! These
young people are inspired by Jesus Christ! They follow Him

and serve Him! And Düsseldorf is not the only place I have
experienced this with our youth! This is something I experience each time when I get together with the young people anywhere in the world. It is surely worth giving thanks
to God for having given us so many young people whose
hearts burn for Jesus Christ, who allow themselves to be
taught and guided by the Holy Spirit. But this is not only
the case with the young people. I can well attest that this is
also the case in all 60,000 congregations around the world.
Even in the very small congregations, where only a handful
gather to worship, the Holy Spirit works in His full author-
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District Apostle Rüdiger Krause (Germany) uncovers
the chalices for the celebration of Holy Communion (left)

District Apostle Peter Schulte from Australia and
Apostle Helge Mutschler from Germany serve as proxies
to receive Holy Communion for the departed (right)

ity. And no one can say, “Oh well, there are only three to
five of us—so the fire of the Holy Spirit is only a low flame
in our congregation.” Even in these very small congregations, the Holy Spirit unfurls the fullness of His power, and
the believers can feel the presence of God! They can receive
the fullness of salvation. The Holy Spirit is not bound to a
number. Even in a very small congregation, He can work in
the fullness of His power, He can even do so in completely impossible situations. Here I am reminded of the many
congregations where the brethren gather together in refugee camps. Others have to conceal their activity and have to
gather in the forest. They have nothing, but they receive the
fullness of salvation through the power of the Holy Spirit.
In countries where we have many members, we even have
congregations in prisons. New Apostolic Christians there
have been convicted and are held in prisons. And divine
services are even celebrated there. Society has told them,
“We do not want you. You have to get off the streets for
a while.” But wherever divine services are celebrated, the
Holy Spirit can work in His full authority. Even these members, these believers in this extraordinary context, can experience the presence of God, can experience the love of
God, and can receive everything that they need for their
salvation. These are just a few very concrete examples. We

give thanks to the Holy Spirit for working so powerfully in
every congregation through imperfect human beings.
The Holy Spirit acts and works powerfully in our brothers and sisters too. We have so many members who are ex
amples to us. Some of them have heavy burdens to bear,
and some of them have had to do so for years. They have
had to endure great need. At times we ask ourselves, “How
do they manage that? How do they cope?” These brothers
and sisters have trust in God—unshakeable trust in God.
They continue to love Jesus Christ. They continue to follow
Him and remain faithful to Him. All we can do is marvel
and admire them. I am reminded of the many brothers
and sisters who serve the Lord tirelessly—be it in a ministry or in some other duty. They would have 250 reasons to
say, “I quit.” But they simply continue to serve. They allow
themselves to be led and guided by the Holy Spirit. We give
thanks to God, the Holy Spirit, for strengthening, comforting, and uplifting these members again and again. On this
feast of Pentecost, I would like to act as spokesman for the
apostolate worldwide, and tell you, dear brothers and sisters around the world: “As the Apostles of Jesus Christ, we
say, as Paul once did: ‘We thank God for the joy that we can
experience through you! You are our joy!’” I would like to
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District Apostle Helper
David Devaraj (India)

District Apostle Kububa Soko
(Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe)

express this gratitude in the name of all the Apostles. Once
again, we say with Paul: “We thank God for the joy we can
experience through you! You are our joy!” I needed to tell
you that.

District Apostle Helper
John W. Fendt (USA)

flictions that will unfold in the great tribulation. And even
when the adversary of Jesus Christ pulls out all the stops,
he will not be able to stop the activity of the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit will see to it that Christians will continue to be
nourished so that they may remain faithful to Jesus Christ.
The Holy Spirit will complete His work. He will complete
and perfect the church of Christ, and will lead it into the
new creation, where it will have fellowship with God for
ever. When we look at it that way, dear brothers and sisters,
we actually have a great many reasons to give thanks to the
Holy Spirit, to thank, praise, and glorify the Holy Spirit. We
have so many reasons to thank Him for having made us so
rich in Jesus Christ. We, the Apostles, have so many reasons
to give thanks that He has made us so rich in Jesus Christ.
Indeed: praise be to God the Holy Spirit! He will complete
His work.

This powerful activity of the Holy Spirit—whether in the
church of Christ, through the apostolate in the congregations, or in our members—is a source of comfort and joy
for us. It is upon this that our hope is based and founded.
The Holy Spirit will also continue to work powerfully until
the very end. The Lord Jesus once spoke of the kingdom
of God and compared it with a seed that a man planted in
the ground. He said that no matter whether this man was
awake or asleep, no matter whether he worked or did not
work, the seed would continue to grow and develop, even
though he himself did not understand its mysteries. Here
Jesus merely meant to express that human beings cannot
obstruct the development of the kingdom of God. It simply continues on toward its perfection and completion in
mysterious fashion. The Holy Spirit will also continue to
work powerfully upon us. If we allow ourselves to be led
and guided by Him, He will perfect the new creation within
us—and we imperfect human beings will be able to develop into the image of Jesus Christ! The Holy Spirit will also
continue to work powerfully through the Apostle ministry
and continue to help the Apostles so that they may carry
out their mandate to the very end. The bride of the Lord
will be prepared when the Lord comes. The Holy Spirit will
continue to work powerfully in the church of Christ, even
after the return of Jesus Christ. God will see to it that believing Christians are nourished through the Holy Spirit
even in the time of the anti-Christian afflictions—the af-

CORE THOUGHTS
We recognise the power of God the Holy Spirit in the history of
the church, in the service of the Apostles, and in the service of
the believers.
Let us live by the Holy Spirit! Then we will be raised up by the
Holy Spirit at the return of Christ.
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The return of Christ
Preparing Christians for the return of Jesus and making them fit
for the challenges of the twenty-first century, that is the task
of the apostolate. This is what Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider
discusses in a letter addressed to the congregations.
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Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is present and active
in the church (CNAC-QA 712). We can attest to the activity
of the Holy Spirit in the church in the fact that
■ He keeps the promise of Christ’s return alive (CNACQA 203).
■ the Apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit, are working to
prepare the believers for the return of Christ (CNACQA 433).
■ the preaching inspired by the Spirit always has the
objective of preparing the congregation for the return of
Jesus Christ (CNAC-QA 626).

DOCTRINE

■

The Catechism states that “it lies in the nature of the Apostle ministry to proclaim the return of Christ and to prepare
the congregations for this event” (CNAC-QA 442). To me
this seems like a good opportunity for us to think about the
best way to proclaim the return of the Lord and keep this
promise alive in our time.

■

Impediments to proclaiming
the return of the Lord

of our contemporaries to understand. Even internally,
some educators counsel us not to speak of these things
to the children in order to avoid traumatising them.
Some do not accept the idea that Jesus would preside
over a judgement at His return. The prospect of being
judged by God appears frightening and incompatible
with the image they have of Jesus. We should also note
that many of the believers live in families comprised of
New Apostolic Christians and others who are not, or of
practising and non-practising members. The prospect
of being separated from their loved ones at the return of
Christ worries them and causes them suffering.
Certain aspects of our doctrine of future things do not
correspond to those of the majority of other denominations. When we talk about the return of the Lord, we are
criticised for emphasising the differences rather than the
similarities we have with other Christians. And when we
teach that it is necessary to be sealed by a living Apostle
in order to be part of the bride of Christ, we are accused
of being exclusive and sectarian.

How should we talk about the return
of the Lord?

The early Christians were convinced of the imminence of
the return of Christ. But the fact that this promise was not
fulfilled, together with the interruption in the activity of the
Apostles, caused the Christians to push the return of the
Lord further and further into the future.

This background situation should not discourage us from
fulfilling our mission of proclaiming the imminent return of the Lord. But in order to be heard, we must do as
Apostle Paul and put ourselves on the level of our audience
(1 Corinthians 9: 20–23). Today our preaching concerning
the return of the Lord should incorporate the following
aspects.

The imminent return of the Lord has again been proclaimed with authority since the renewed occupation of the
apostolate. However, we cannot help note that the promise
of the return of Jesus does not inspire nearly the enthusiasm it deserves. The reasons for this are numerous. Some
of these follow below.
■ The Apostles have been proclaiming the imminent
return of the Lord since the mid 1830s, and He has not
yet come. The signs that were supposed to herald the
end-time gave rise to different interpretations, which
often turned out to be erroneous.
■ Owing to the fact that living conditions have improved
for many, believers no longer feel the need to “flee” life
on this earth and to be “saved” from this world. Many,
even among the least fortunate, rely more on economic
and social development than on God to improve their
lives.
■ The supernatural character of the events we proclaim
(the return of Christ, the resurrection of the dead, the
rapture of the living, the thousand-year kingdom of
peace) makes our preaching difficult for a large number

Like the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, His return can only be grasped in faith. The Lord explained that
it was not possible to determine the moment of His return
(Matthew 24: 44; Luke 17: 20). He clearly told His Apostles,
“It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father
has put in His own authority” (Acts 1: 7). In Mark 13,
Jesus spoke about the events that will precede His coming.
There will be wars, earthquakes, famines, persecutions, as
well as false prophets who will perform wonders and miracles. All of these things have existed throughout all of the
centuries that have passed. The fact that they still happen
today cannot be considered proof of the imminent return
of Christ. At most, we can conclude that they will not in any
way impede the plan of divine redemption. Let us therefore avoid talking about the “signs of the time” in order to
convince the believers of the imminence of the return of
Jesus. We believe in the return of the Lord because Jesus
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has promised it and because the Spirit proclaims it to us.
We believe that He will come soon because the apostolate
is again at work on this earth in order to prepare the way
for His coming.

DOCTRINE

redemption. Those who are part of the bride are called to
fulfil a special mission, namely to proclaim the gospel to
all human beings of all time periods in the thousand-year
kingdom of peace. The ultimate goal of God is to allow all
human beings access to eternal life, in other words, to have
perfect fellowship with God and among one another.

The salvation that God offers us is much more than an improvement of our material existence. He wants to lead us
into His kingdom, where evil and all of its manifestations
(suffering, injustice, deceit, hyp
ocrisy, hate, and death)
are banished. God desires to grant us eternal life, in other
words, eternal fellowship with Him. In our heavenly homeland (Hebrews 11: 14–16), human beings will live in harmony with God and among one another. They will form
a communion of distinct but perfectly united people—in
the image of the divine Trinity. Our motivation is not to
flee this world or escape some future catastrophe. For us,
entering into the kingdom of God is not an escape, but an
accomplishment. We aspire to become that which God has
created us to be.

How do we keep the promise of
the Lord’s return alive?
The Apostles have been given the commission to dispense
Holy Sealing, by way of which the believer becomes an heir
of God, and to prepare the latter for the return of Christ.
This preparation requires the active collaboration of the
believer: each one must work out his own salvation (Philippians 2: 12). This is why it is so important for us to inspire
the believers to keep the promise of the Lord’s return alive
in their hearts.
In order to encourage the believers to prepare themselves
actively for the return of the Lord, we have two possibilities
at our disposal:
■ increase their love,
■ make the church a prefiguration of the kingdom to
come.

We do not deny that by combining their efforts people
of goodwill can (or could) establish peace, justice, and
well-being for a certain amount of time and for a certain
segment of humanity. But we are convinced that they cannot, by any means, do so on the scale of all humanity. Only
the Almighty can come to the aid of all mankind of all time
periods, by intervening in history Himself. The incarnation
of the Son of God was one such direct intervention of God
in the history of humanity. The next such interventions will
be the return of Jesus Christ, then His coming in power and
great glory with His firstfruits, and later on, the Last Judgement. All of these divine interventions are beyond human
comprehension and can only be grasped in faith. We do
not see these as a frightening threat, but as an expression of
God’s love for mankind.

Developing the love of the believers
Through Holy Sealing, God allows believers to share in His
nature by granting them the gift of His love (Romans 5: 5).
Out of this love, believers develop the desire to answer this
love (1 John 4: 19). We can develop this love in the hearts
of the believers by
■ showing them the magnitude of the sacrifice of Jesus.
■ allowing them to share in the fullness of Christ’s merit.
■ telling them about the inheritance God has in store for
them.
■ allowing them to taste the love of Christ through our
care and understanding.

At His invisible return, the Lord will only take unto Himself
the elect who have reached the necessary state of maturity.
The prospect of this judgement makes us aware of the need
to prepare ourselves seriously for this event, but it should
not worry us. We place our hope fully in the grace that the
Lord will grant the believers who are animated by the genuine desire to be in communion with Him (1 Peter 1: 13).

Children of God who truly know the love of Christ are
rooted in this love, and are filled with all the fullness of
God (Ephesians 3: 17–19). They desire ardently to be with
Jesus. This desire comes to expression in their daily prayer:
“Come, Lord Jesus” (Revelation 22: 20). But it will also
translate into consistent efforts to remain in the fellowship
of life with God already today.

Jesus will return to take His bride unto Himself and cele
brate the marriage of the Lamb with her in heaven. The image of the bride is a reference to the notion of fellowship in
love, just as the image of marriage is a reference to the idea
of joy and sharing. However, the rapture of the bride is not
an end in itself. This must be seen as a step in the plan of

Through the teaching of the Apostles and the worthy re
ceiving of Holy Communion, the believers can grow in
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Christ. The love of Christ enables them to overcome egoism and indifference in order to open up
to others. They
■ take an interest in the lot of their neighbour
and show him their concern and care.
■ endeavour to help him discover Christ through
their testimony in both word and deed.
■ want the gospel to finally be preached to all
mankind without hindrance, which is why they
implore God to continue His plan of redemption by sending His Son and establishing the
kingdom of peace
■ actively prepare themselves to become priests
of God and of Christ in the kingdom of peace
in order to proclaim salvation to all mankind.

■ © sewcream - stock.adobe.com

The church, a prefiguration of
the kingdom to come
When the Pharisees asked Him when the kingdom of God would come, Jesus responded by
telling them that the kingdom of God was within
them (Luke 17: 20–21). In fact, the kingdom was
already present in His person: those who believed
in Him were able to experience the kingdom of
God on earth through Him.
In our time, Jesus is present in His church through the
Holy Spirit. He works in the church through word and
sacrament, and leads it through His Apostles. Where the
Holy Spirit is at work through the ministry authorised by
Jesus Christ, the believers experience intimate fellowship
with the Lord and one another in Holy Communion. This
means that they can have a foretaste of the salvation of the
future kingdom of God already here on earth.

that Jesus Christ rules His church. The presence of Jesus
can be recognised by the following signs.
■ The deaf, the mute, and the blind are cured. With the
help of Jesus, we can overcome all things that might impede our communication and relationship with others.
■ Accusers are silenced (John 8: 9), and we no longer talk
about the mistakes that Jesus has forgiven.
■ All disputes about who is the greatest cease, and each
one places himself at the service of others (Mark 9:
34–35).
■ Human differences fade away for the sake of unity in
Christ (Galatians 3: 28).
■ Material things no longer pollute spiritual concerns
(Mark 8: 14–18).

A believer who is content to wait for the Lord’s return by
praying and attending divine services will eventually become weary. On the other hand, if he can already taste the
joys of the kingdom to come beforehand, he will be all the
more motivated to enter into it. With the power of the Holy
Spirit, let us work to make the Church prefigure the kingdom to come! Our objective is to allow everyone to attest
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Verlag Friedrich Bischoff GmbH, Frankfurter Str. 233, 63263 Neu-Isenburg/Germany
Editor: Peter Johanning

12

community 04/2019

GLOBAL NEWS

In Lavistown (South Africa) the Chief Apostle retired
Apostle Allister D. Kriel on 12 May 2019

Changes in the circle
of Apostles
Currently there are 350 active Apostles. Fifteen Apostles were retired in the first half of 2019. In
the same period, Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider ordained ten new Apostles.

Assisting the Apostles in their work are a total of 249,500
diaconal and priestly ministers. Together they care for
58,500 congregations around the world. The apostolate includes nine District Apostle Helpers, 16 District Apostles,
and the Chief Apostle.

ordained District Evangelist Robert C. Ferguson (1962) an
Apostle. He succeeds the retired Apostle Reinhard Hecht.
In a divine service in Kampala (Uganda) on 31 March 2019,
the Chief Apostle ordained Bishop Charles Godwin Zimba
(1963) and District Elder James Chinkubila Kasongo
(1963) as Apostles for Zambia.

Ordinations
On Sunday, 27 January 2019, Chief Apostle Schneider
conducted a divine service in Cape Coast (Ghana) and ordained four District Elders as Apostles: Richard Osei Senyo
(1976), Anthony Kofi Kuada (1965), and Samuel Ayidaana
Atinga (1974) for Ghana, as well as Oscar Kabanga Nwanza
(1972) for Nigeria.

On Sunday, 30 June 2019, Chief Apostle Schneider conducted a divine service in the working area of District Apostle
Rainer Storck. In this service in Oberhausen (Germany) he
ordained three new Apostles: Dimitrios Diniz Vassiliadou
(1966), previously a Bishop, and Stefan Pöschel (1968) and
Thorsten Zisowski (1967), who previously worked as District Elders.

On 10 February 2019, the Chief Apostle conducted a divine
service in Charlotte, North Carolina (USA), in which he
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District Apostle Helper David Devaraj (right) retired Apostle
Lazrus Patel in Banswara (India) by commission of the
Chief Apostle

Robert C. Ferguson (left) was ordained an Apostle by Chief Apostle
Schneider on 10 February 2019 in Charlotte, North Carolina (USA)

Retirements
District Apostle Helper David Devaraj retired Apostle
Lazrus Patel (1954) in Banswara (India) by commission of
the Chief Apostle.
Four Apostles went into retirement on 27 January 2019 in
a divine service in Cape Coast in Ghana: Samuel Arthur
(1953), Wilson Dzattah (1954), and Benjamin Kwadzo
Pidah (1956) from Ghana; and Emmanuel Ityoapine
Hagher (1955) from Nigeria.

On 27 January four Apostles in Ghana retired. The Chief
Apostle thanks them for their many years of dedicated
service

Schneider took the opportunity to thank the Apostles
Pavel Gamov (1957), Clement Haeck (1953), Wilhelm
Hoyer (1953), Manuel Luiz Jerónimo (1952), and Walter
Schorr (1953) for a total of more than 121 years of activity
as Apostles.

District Apostle Helper David Devaraj retired Apostle
Christranjan Nanda (1951) on 27 January 2019 in a service
in Amath (India) by commission of the Chief Apostle.
In the service in Charlotte, North Carolina (USA) on 10
February 2019, Apostle Reinhard Hecht (1953) retired after
42 years in ministry, more than 17 of which he worked as
an Apostle. The retirement was carried out by Chief Apostle Schneider.

Sixteen District Apostle Areas
The District Apostle Areas across the globe are led by
the following District Apostles: Michael David Deppner
(DR Congo West), Michael Ehrich (Southern Germany),
Joseph Opemba Ekhuya (East Africa), Edy Isnugroho
(South-East Asia), Leonard Richard Kolb (USA), Rüdiger
Krause (Northern and Eastern Germany), John Leslie Kriel
(Southern Africa), Enrique Eduardo Minio (Argentina),
Raúl Eduardo Montes de Oca (Brazil), Wolfgang Nadolny
(Berlin-Brandenburg), Peter Schulte (Western Pacific),
Kububa Soko (Zambia, Malawi, Zimbabwe), Rainer Storck
(Western Germany), Tshitshi Tshisekedi (DR Congo
South-East), Mark Woll (Canada), as well as Jürg Zbinden
(Switzerland).

District Apostle Charles S. Ndandula retired the Apostles
Alexon Alec Samson Nyaleye (1954) and Moses Kangwa
Chileshe (1953) on 31 March 2019 in a divine service in
Blantyre (Malawi) by commission of the Chief Apostle.
During a divine service in Lavistown on 12 May 2019, the
Chief Apostle retired Allister D. Kriel (1954).
Five Apostles from the District Apostle Area Western
Germany retired on Sunday, 30 June 2019. Chief Apostle
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The Church between
the cultures

■ Oliver Rütten

How much religion does the world need? How much congregation does belief need? And how much unity
does the Church need? Answers were given in a panel discussion with the Chief Apostle at the IYC—and
they are even correlated.

The event entitled “Here we are” attracted about 6,500 spectators in Düsseldorf and via live stream. On the podium
next to Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider were two young
people, Nicole Hagel and Chris Harmsen, District Apostles Rainer Storck from Germany and Jürg Zbinden from
Switzerland, and Professor Stephanie Tritt, a medical doctor.
The discussion was moderated by Friederike Gottschalk.

The world is in a permanent state of flux, there is pressure
to perform, stress, burn-out, and depression: this is how
Professor Tritt described the downside of progress. Why
is the Church not more successful in establishing itself as
a haven of peace and security, the moderator asked. Bad
marketing?
First, the Chief Apostle said, the Church (“it is only an
institution”) could do nothing to alleviate this, only faith
in Jesus Christ can. Secondly, the gospel is not a product
that can be changed or developed to make it sell better.
And therefore, thirdly, success cannot be measured by how
many accept the gospel

In terms of rules to uphold the unity of the Church, the
Chief Apostle follows the mantra: as little as possible and as
much as necessary. He was responding to a question about
unity in the Church. Although the cultures differ, the teaching has to be the same everywhere. This not only applies to
the music in the Church, but also to the development of
teaching material, the way we go about pastoral care, and
even the ordination of ministers. After all, “ministry will
not work without a congregation. The minister must also be
accepted by the congregation”. And there are cultural differences in the congregations.

Is there a risk that the world will lose its Christian values.
“No,” Chief Apostle Schneider said. “Not as long as there
are Christians who live what they believe.”
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CHILDREN’S CORNER

THE MIRACLE OF
PENTECOST
ACCORDING TO ACTS 2: 1–47

Fifty days after Easter, at Pentecost, the Apostles together
with men and women who had
followed Jesus, were gathered
in a house in Jerusalem. They
were waiting for the Holy Spirit
to come and strengthen them
as Jesus had promised.
Suddenly there was a loud
noise. A violent storm came
down from heaven and filled the
whole house. Tongues of fire
rested above each of them and
the disciples were filled with the
Holy Spirit. They were able to
speak in different languages and
tell of God’s great deeds.
At the same time, there were pilgrims from Mesopotamia, Asia,
Egypt, Libya, and Rome visiting
in the city. Many pilgrims came
to the house where the dis
ciples, who had been filled with
the Holy Spirit, spoke to them.
Something remarkable happened. Each of them was able
to hear the gospel in his own
language.
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“How can this be possible?
These men come from Galilee.
How can they suddenly speak
different languages?” the visitors asked themselves. Some
thought the disciples might be
drunk. Then Peter spoke.
“No one is drunk here. Today
a great miracle has happened.
God has poured out His Holy
Spirit, just as the prophets
promised.” Then he told them
about Jesus, how He had been
crucified, and had resurrected.
Peter’s sermon touched their
hearts.
“What should we do?” they
asked the Apostles.
Peter told them,
“Be baptised
so that your
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sins can be forgiven and then
receive the Holy Spirit.”
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■ Source: Magazine Wir Kinder, Edition 06/2019; Illustration: Mirella Fortunato

Many believed what Peter told
them and were baptised. On
that day 3,000 people joined the
Christian congregation.
They remained close together,
listened to the words of the
Apostles, prayed, and broke
bread together. They also
shared all their possessions.

GLOBAL NEWS

■ Marcel Felde

■ Jessica Krämer

■ Oliver Rütten
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The IYC celebrates our diversity
#HereThereEverywhere was the name of the show which demonstrated just how big
the I in IYC really was.
On Saturday evening the participants of the IYC gathered
in the Arena for a special event: #HereThereEverywhere –
Jesus, the light in us.

ture, and their congregations. These clips were projected on
huge screens around the Arena, alternating with colourful
and extravagant performances on the centre stage of the
Arena.

On stage and through videos and music, the youth were
taken on a monumental journey across the five continents—and taking centre stage throughout the presentations and performances was our faith in Jesus Christ

The two-hour show was enriched by music, dance, and
acrobatics. Between Australian didgeridoos, Chinese dragons, Japanese sumo wrestlers and Kendo fighters, Chinese
tuk tuks, American rugby players, African choirs, and a
dazzling fireworks display the evening was a feast for the
eyes and ears.

In the run-up to the IYC2019, the young people had prepared video material about their home countries, their cul-
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A visit to Northern
Mozambique
District Apostle J Kriel visited the province of Nampula in Mozambique from 26-29 July 2019.
Nampula province has over 400 congregations spanning three Apostle areas. During this visit, the District Apostle
covered eight hundred and fifty kilometres and was able to serve 2650 members.

On Friday, 26 July 2019, the District Apostle conducted
a divine service in a purpose-erected structure adjacent
to the chapel at Nampeue. The Bible word for the divine
service was a portion of Luke 11:2 “Your kingdom come.”
Apostles Jorge, Atucumana and Naueta were called to serve.
After the divine service, the District Apostle had a meeting
with 50 Rectors and District Rectors of the region.

A meeting for the Rectors and District Rectors ensued allowing the brothers to interact with the District Apostle.
Bishop van Wyk (ret.) presented the progress on membership and attendance reporting of the region.

Overcoming obstacles

God knows our works

The next stop on the journey through the Nampula province took the District Apostle to Ribaue in the west.

On Sunday 28 July 2019, District Apostle J Kriel travelled
off-road to Nametil congregation.

On Saturday, 27 July 2019, the waiting congregations of the
Ribaue region gathered in a structure they had erected for
the divine service. A Bible word from Exodus 15:2 served
as the basis for the divine service - “The Lord is my strength
and song, And He has become my salvation; He is my God,
and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will exalt Him.”

There 1300 members gathered from as early as 07h00 for
the10h00 divine service. The Bible word used was Revelation 3:8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you
an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My
name.” Apostles Francisco, Marucha and Worship were
called to serve along.

The word was the most fitting choice, as the District Apostle
needed to overcome an obstacle when a coal-carrying train
blocked the path to the structure where the divine service
was held. After considering the options, the District Apostle made his way around the last carriage. Apostles Kalako,
Cinco-Reis & Malyanga were called to serve along.

After the divine service, the contagious singing and dancing
enticed the audience to join in the festive atmosphere. Even
District Apostle could not resist joining in the festivities.
The District Apostle once again had an opportunity to meet
with the Rectors and District Rectors – this time from the
area of Apostle Marucha. Bishop van Wyk (ret.) shared the
results of each congregations reporting efforts and thanked
the teams for the commitment to the initiative.

In discussions after the divine service, he discovered that
some members travelled twelve hours to be part of the divine service.
19
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Later that afternoon, the District Apostle gathered with all
the Apostles and Bishops of the area. The agenda for the
meeting included discussions on the Concept of Ministry,
liturgical practices, members information and pastoral material requirements.

It is good to be zealous
On Monday 29 July 2019, the District Apostle conducted a
divine service in the city of Nampula.
This time the journey was a short walk from the hotel to a
tent erected for the gathering.
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The divine service was based on Paul’s letter to the Galatians, chapter 4:18 “But it is good to be zealous in a good
thing always, and not only when I am present with you.”
Apostle Semba and Bishop Witten were called to the altar
to serve along.
The conclusion of the divine service brought the planned
activities in Mozambique to a close.
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A blessed weekend
in Durban
The weekend of 9-11 August was a fun-filled and blessed
long weekend for more than 200 young people - drawn
from congregations in Kimberley, Cape Town, Mpumalanga and Johannesburg - who gathered in Durban for a Young
People’s Soccer Challenge.

The Women’s Day long weekend festivities began on Friday when the District Apostle arrived in Durban and held
a meeting with all the District Rectors of Apostle A Page’s
area in KwaZulu-Natal at the Umbilo congregation.
Later that evening the District Apostle, accompanied by
the Apostle, had dinner with the District Rectors and their
wives.

The highlight of the long weekend was, however, the divine
service for young people, which took place on Sunday, August 11 at Wentworth congregation and was conducted by
District Apostle J Kriel.
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On Saturday the Young People’s Soccer Challenge kicked
off at the Fynnlands Sports Club where 16 teams comprising of both boys and girls versed each other in seven-a-side
round-robin matches.
After several rounds of matches, the semi-final matches were competed by from the West Coast Apostle area, a
team from Mpumalanga, Durban Central congregation and
South-West district in Johannesburg. Durban Central congregation and South-West district team met in a tense final
match which saw the South West team beat Durban Central
in a penalty shoot-out.
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The next morning, the District Apostle held a divine service
for young people in Wentworth congregation. During the
sermon, the District Apostle encouraged the young people
to have fun, enjoy their youth, and remain focused on their
natural and spiritual goals.
After the divine service, the young people left with renewed
vigour. Those who travelled to Durban from other parts of
the country left in the afternoon and reached their destinations safely.
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Apostles and Bishops
meeting

Friday 16 August 2019 was the arrival day in Port Elizabeth for all Apostles and Bishops travelling from far and wide.
Around midday, the Apostles and Bishops arrived from the neighbouring countries of Botswana, Namibia and Mozambique. The afternoon saw the arrival of the delegates throughout South Africa who had travelled the distances by road to
the friendly city, Port Elizabeth, situated in the Eastern Cape Province.
The District Apostle encouraged the group to make use of their time together and find strength in one another over the
meeting days.
On Friday evening, while the supper-fellowship and bonds of friendship were fostered, the church’s board of directors
broke away for a meeting.
By shortening their supper engagement, the District Apostle used the created time to convene a meeting for the board of
directors of the New Apostolic Church South Africa. The gathering was used to ensure all legislative requirements were
complied with, including the acceptance of the 2018 annual financial statements. Additionally, certain resolutions were
passed to ensure compliance with International Financial Reporting Standards (IFRS).
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The agenda on the first day covered financial and legal
matters. After covering the statutory requirements, Mary
Joseph took the group through some pertinent issues relating to financial and burial matters. Derek Alfred covered
accounting policy changes and along with Peter Ackerman,
presented an update on the maintenance and property-related matters. Clarke Schilder presented the music development plans for 2020 and provided feedback on the recorder project, which formed the central focus for the Sunday
School children for 2019. John Rodriques presented details
on the combo Zulu and Sesotho hymnals. Kenny Kotze
then presented the assessment and plans for Sunday School.

REGIONAL NEWS

After the Apostles and Bishops Meeting on Saturday afternoon, August 17th, the District Apostle J Kriel, together
with the Apostles and Bishops proceeded to the Palmridge
congregation. The church was the venue for a music hour to
which priests and wives of the area were also invited to be
part of the audience.
The concert also served as preparation for the Sunday
morning divine service, where the District Apostle and
Apostles, accompanied by the Bishops, were booked in 15
congregations in the Greater Port Elizabeth area.

After the Sunday morning divine service, it was back to
the conference room where the agenda of the Apostles and
Bishops Meeting continued. Leading the afternoon session
from midday was Eugene Jantjies who presented the future
model of NACTV. Then it was the turn of Bishop Alvin
Witten engaging the meeting on change management.
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A new week
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After a group photo, day four of the annual Apostles and
Bishops conference was on the go again in Port Elizabeth
on Tuesday, 20 August 2019. Dr Markus Cromhout was
first up with his presentation on Homiletics. The presentation was aimed at keeping the momentum, gained with the
training courses presented to date. His next presentation
introduced the delegates to a book that will be published
by NAC-SA, An Introduction to the World of Jesus and the
Gospels. The book will serve as reference/training material
for the ministers and members

The first day of the new week brought into focus two important aspects of pastoral care in Southern Africa. Data
Management and a draft Sexual Misconduct Policy took up
the morning and afternoon sessions. Bishop Grant James
presented the first segment of the data management presentation providing details on how to use the Dashboard
feature of the MIS.
The second segment of data management was presented in
four parts by Bishop Chris van Wyk (ret.). This presentation
covered the management and analysis of the MIS data and
was directed at apostles and bishops to introduce them to
the very basic data management skills to use when dealing with the MIS data of the Church. The above practical
sessions ended with the lunch-break giving way for the afternoon presentation by Hettie Scheppel on a draft Sexual
Misconduct Policy.

After the lunch break, Martin Mullins introduced the team
to the Microsoft Office 365 platform. He presented the
direction that NAC-SA adopted regarding technology on
productivity tools.
Next, as per the agenda, Bishop Clifford Classen gave an
update on the ongoing project of consolidation of congregations.

In keeping with the Church’s moral and legal duty, the
Church has elected to adopt a policy document which details the applicable procedures in handling any form of sexual misconduct within the Church. The 4 hour-long presentation resulted in a unanimous vote to adopt the policy
that will be a mechanism so that allegations of inappropriate sexual behaviour may be dealt with promptly, judiciously and fairly in keeping with the teachings of Christ.

Bishop Alvin Witten took to the floor to round off his presentation on change management. Following this agenda
item, Apostle Brian Swartbooi gave a presentation on the
plans for NACSS, the New Apostolic Church Student Society at tertiary institutions.
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The last presentation of the day was an overview of the activities of the Young People in Christ group, by Apostle Jerry Joubert.
The annual Apostles and Bishops Conference moved into
its fifth day in the coastal city of Port Elizabeth on Wednesday, 21 August 2019.
It was the turn of District Apostle J Kriel to steer most of the
scheduled discussion points for the day.
Feedback on agenda items stemming from the District
Apostle’s Meeting International held in Goslar during June
2019, were the main points that the District Apostle shared
in the morning session of the meeting. Apostle Sipho Mogane was next to take the stage for his presentation on the
work of the Disability and Special Needs Committee.
Soul-care visits, an operating model for areas affected by violence/disrupted community life, was the topic of the presentation by Apostle Robert Worship.
On Wednesday 21 August 2019 at 19h00, the District Apostle conducted a divine service in the Forest Hill congregation. He was accompanied by 16 Apostles and 26 Bishops. The Apostles and Bishops, seated in the congregation,
formed part of the choir. The Apostles and Bishops, as a
male choir, then capped off the evening with a heartfelt,
joyous and expressive rendition of the hymns ‘Maranatha
& ‘Masithi Amen!’ to thunderous applause from the congregation.
A National Rectors Conference, a Young People in Christ
Mini Soccer World Cup tournament in Port Elizabeth and
the Festive Divine Services schedule, are just some of the
highlights beckoning on the horizon for the District Church
Southern Africa in the Year 2020. The District Apostle J
Kriel shared this information when he gave a glimpse into
his Divine Service & Events forecast for 2020/21 towards
the end of the meeting.
The agenda for the sixth day, the last day of the Apostles and
Bishops Conference in Port Elizabeth, started unpacking
the remainder of the meeting topics from 08:00 on Thurs-
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day, 22 August 2019,
to bring the annual
meeting to a close in
the afternoon.
The recently introduced concept of
ministry necessitated
the update of the texts
concerning
liturgy
for ordination, appointment, or assignment. Apostle Marc
Diedricks made use of the scheduled time on the agenda to
present the meeting with the new wording on the liturgy of
ordination, appointment and assignment.
Several general points came up for discussion and deliberations throughout the meeting days. The decisions on these
discussions will be shared with the members in the future.

Strengthening the bonds
of fellowship
At the close of the week-long Apostles and Bishops meeting, the District Apostle thanked the participants for their
valued contributions and participation in the meeting. He
wished all a safe journey when undertaking their homeward journey on Thursday afternoon and very early on Friday, 23 August 2019.
For all the delegates, the time together was a special one
that contributed greatly to teambuilding and the strengthening of the bonds of fellowship.
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It’s all about the children!
Saturday, 7 September 2019 was all about the children!
It was the day marked on the calendar of the District Church Southern Africa for the children to showcase their newly
acquired skills. With 2019 being the Year of the Child, much focus was put on developing the skills of the Sunday School
children.
“I want to play the violin,” said one of the Sunday School children after participating in the Jamboree. Another eager
youngster expressed his desire to learn to play the organ. Many of the Sunday School children want to move on to the next
step now, and this enthusiasm stems from the recorder project.
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The recorder project formed a large part in developing the musical skills of the Sunday School kids. Preparations for the
visit of the Chief Apostle in May commenced in July 2018, with Mrs B assisting the kids in learning to play the recorder.
This initiative was a huge success, with a total of 17 000 recorder players participating in playing the recorder during the
divine service for children on 11 May 2019.
The next goal was for the children to invite their friends to play the recorder. Naturally, the friendship month served as
the perfect invitation to guests. As part of sustaining the momentum, 15 additional hymns were provided to the kids to
consolidate prior learning.
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On 7 September 2019, Recorder Jamborees were held across the Southern African region. These events served as an opportunity to exhibit the learning and development of the kids, as well as allowing the friends of the children to participate.
In addition to the ongoing project, 10 Christmas carols will be made available to enable maximum participation during
the Christmas Day divine service.
After all the hard work and preparation, the participants around the region thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to demonstrate their enthusiasm for the work of God!
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Beaconsfield congregation

Caring for God’s creation
On 24 September 2019, which coincides with the public holiday, Heritage Day, in South Africa, the District Apostle
planned an activity for the congregations around Southern Africa. The theme, based on Chief Apostle’s message in the
divine service for children that took place on 11 May 2019, was Caring for God’s creation.
Members across the region were encouraged to do some form of clean up in the environment. Many willing participants
took time out of their day off and came together to do their bit for God’s creation.

Wavecrest congregation
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Hercules congregation

Silvertown-Athlone congregation

Soshanguve Ext 3 congregation

Ennerdale congregation
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Visit of Chief Apostle
Jean-Luc Schneider
Divine Service - Walvis Bay (not AVT)

13 December 2019 at 19:00
Divine Service - East London

15 December 2019 at 09:00
Live Audio-Visual Transmission from
East London Convention Centre to all congregations
on our NACTV network.

RICH
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CLOSE OF ACTIVITIES 2019
Organised activities – including choir practices –
will close on Thursday, 19 December 2019

SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES
Sunday		
15 December Divine Service
				(AVT Chief Apostle in East London)
Wednesday
18 December Divine Service
Sunday		
22 December Divine Service
Wednesday
25 December Divine Service (Christmas Day)
Sunday		
29 December Divine Service (Closing of Year)
Wednesday
01 January
No Service (New Year’s Day)
Sunday		
05 January
Divine Service
				(New Year Divine Service)

From Wednesday, 08th January 2020 morning and evening
divine services return to the normal schedule.
The opening Sunday school service will be combined with the
congregation at 09h00 on Sunday, 12th January 2020.
All organised activities will commence during the week of
Monday, 20 January 2020.
The Administration Offices, including the SALES OFFICES in
Cape Town and Bedfordview, will close at 13h00
on Monday, 23 December 2019 and re-open
at 08h00 on Monday, 06 January 2020.

New Apostolic Church
Southern Africa

