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Christ makes
free!
■ NAC International

Dear brothers and sisters,
Hopefully the year that lies behind you was a good one! It
is my hope that you will always find enough reasons to give
thanks to our Lord for all of His benefits!
Now the New Year has dawned. It has become a tradition
for me to publish an annual motto in consultation with the
District Apostles. Our motto for 2020 is: “Christ makes
free!”

There is one thing that is of special importance to me in this
context: liberty in Christ is a gift of God. Let us allow the
Lord to liberate us by surrendering ourselves completely to
the activity of the Holy Spirit.

We find the corresponding Bible text in Apostle Paul’s
letter to the Galatians: “Stand fast therefore in the liberty
by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled
again with a yoke of bondage” (Galatians 5: 1).

Because we know that the almighty God loves us, we can
look into the future with confidence. And by remaining
faithful to Christ, we craft our future.

Liberty—this is a great and precious gift! As children of
God, we not only apply this to our earthly existence. We
make liberty in Christ our top priority.
■
■

■

Together with all the Apostles, I extend warm greetings to
all of you, and wish you a good and blessed new year!

God is completely free. His love for us is unconditional.
We can choose liberty. It is completely up to us to reciprocate the love of God.
Christ makes us free—from sin, from evil, and from all
afflictions.

Yours,

For the year 2020, I recommend that we concentrate on this
spiritual dynamic: “Christ makes free!”

Jean-Luc Schneider

3

DIVINE SERVICE

community 01/2020

■ NAC Canada

A total of 360 members and guests
celebrated the divine service with the
Chief Apostle in the congregation of
Brampton, Ontario (Canada)

It is God who
grants salvation
My dear brothers and sisters, here and in the connected
congregations, we have gathered together this morning in
order to hear the word of God. God desires to address all
of us. He is not only addressing a group of believers, nor is
He only addressing His people as a whole. He is addressing
each individual in his or her own personal circumstances.
He desires to speak to each and every one of us, to His
child. He is also talking to those who have fallen asleep in
their life of faith. That happens from time to time. Perhaps
some of our younger brothers and sisters—or maybe even
some of our seniors—are of the impression: “Things are always the same. Nothing new ever happens any more. It is
always the same story, the same music, the same people …
Things are becoming monotonous. Nothing ever happens.
Nothing ever changes.” And slowly one begins to fall asleep.

Psalm 135: 6

“Whatever the Lord pleases He does,
in heaven and in earth, in the seas,
and in all deep places.”
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I am reminded of the account of Paul when he was in Troas.
Paul delivered a long sermon that lasted until midnight,
and one young man, who was seated high up in a window,
fell asleep because Paul had been talking for so long. It says
in Scripture: “He was overcome by sleep, and as Paul continued speaking, he fell down from the third storey and was
taken up dead. But Paul went down, fell on him, and embracing him said, ‘Do not trouble yourselves, for his life is
in him’” (Acts 20: 9–10).

do anything. But this does not mean that He acts in an arbitrary or random way without any rules! No, God is faithful.
That is a special point. We can rely on Him. He is the truth.
He is the Righteous One. He is love. He says what He will
do and does what He says.
But now we come to the interesting question: “What is the
will of God? What does He want to do?” That is very simple. Right from the start, God wanted to have fellowship
with the human beings He had created. That is a good way
to summarise the will of God. God wants mankind to live
in fellowship with Him for all eternity. This is very easy to
comprehend. The fall into sin did nothing to change the
will of God. The will of God remained the same. The behaviour of man did not change anything about this. He
wants us to have fellowship with Him. That is His will.
And He does whatever He pleases. It is good to know that
everything God does—and
has ever done—serves this
singular purpose. He wants
all human beings to be saved.
He wants all of them to have
fellowship with Him.

Dear brothers and sisters, perhaps one or the other is thinking: “There is nothing left. My faith is dead.” Perhaps he or
she is only holding on to it out of habit at this point.
May those who have such thoughts make the experience
today: “The life I have received from God is still there! My
soul is still alive! It has needs! It longs for fellowship with
the Lord! It longs to hear the
word of God! It desires to
partake in Holy Communion! It wants to be with Jesus!”

God desires mankind to
live in fellowship with Him
for all eternity

It is a beautiful experience
when someone who has fallen
asleep in faith suddenly realises that something is still alive within: “It is the divine life,
and my soul wants me to give it the nourishment it needs.”
It would be a wonderful experience if that were to happen
today.

It is His sovereign will that
there should be a way that
leads to salvation, that there should be a way that leads to
fellowship with Him—and that way is belief in Jesus Christ.
Jesus Himself said, “No one comes to the Father except
through Me” (John 14: 6). There is no salvation in any other name except the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 4: 12). That
is the will of God, and there is nothing man can do but to
accept it. This is not something that is up for discussion:
“Well, it seems a little unfair. After all, there are so many
good people out there who do not believe in Christ.” This
is not a question of moral considerations. Here we are talking about fellowship with God. Whether people like it or
not, there is only one way: Jesus Christ. That is the only
way. There is no other. Human beings must believe in Jesus
Christ. I know that there are many today who see this differently, and that many are of the opinion that there must
be more than one way to God. That is definitively not the
case, however. God does not need us to understand Him.
He simply says, “I do whatever I please, and you must accept this. Forget about discussing it. This is the way it is!
There is only one way: Jesus Christ. You must believe in
Him.”

Perhaps you were a little astonished when you heard the
Bible text: “Whatever the Lord pleases He does …” One
might certainly arrive at some interesting thoughts on
reading this passage. This is merely a description of the omnipotence of God. God is almighty. For Him there are no
limits. He can do all things. Nothing is impossible for Him.
He can do whatever He wants. This also means that He is
completely sovereign. No one can tell Him what to do. No
one can force Him to do anything—no person, no spirit,
and no circumstance. Nor can anyone influence Him. It is
not true when people say, “If I do this or that, then God
will act accordingly.” No! He does exactly as He pleases. No
one can force Him to act in a particular manner, no matter
how holy he happens to be! The Lord does whatever He
wants. This also means that we cannot truly understand
Him, because His will and His thoughts far surpass our understanding. We cannot say that we do not accept the will
of God. Perhaps we do not understand it and perhaps we
do not want to agree with it, but God does whatever He desires. He wants us to accept His will. This is not a matter for
discussion! He can do anything. No one can force Him to

The call of God, especially the call to come to Jesus and follow Him, is also an expression of His will. God calls whomever He desires whenever He pleases. And once again: we
cannot understand this. Nor does He give us any explana-
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tion for it. He has decided that His plan of salvation will
unfold in phases. We wait for the return of Christ. We are
waiting to partake in the marriage of the Lamb as part of
the bride of Christ, and to enter into the kingdom of God as
firstlings. Another phase will be the great tribulation. Even
souls from the great tribulation will be called in order to
enter into the kingdom of God. Others will be called during
the kingdom of peace. We cannot comprehend why God
calls some today and others at a later point in time. Don’t
ask why God wants it that way. We cannot understand this.
We must simply accept it in humbleness: “This is what God
has decided.” All we know is that He has elected us. How
do we know that? It is because He has given us the opportunity to be baptised with water and the Spirit. The rebirth
out of water and the Spirit is the sign of our election. God
has simply decided to call this one, that one, and the other.
“I have elected them for the time of the church. They will
be part of the church of Christ. If they follow the Apostles,
they will be prepared for the return of Christ and will have
the opportunity to enter into My kingdom as firstlings.”
That is what is important for us. We do not know why we
have been elected or why God does things this way and not
in some other way. It is the will of God. And this is simply
something we must accept. Whatever the Lord pleases He
does. But He does not act arbitrarily. He is faithful. He says
what He does and He does what He says.
He has created man with a free will. He did not want man to
do anything by force. Human beings are to decide for God
freely, out of their own resolve: “I want to respond to the
call of God.” That is the important thing. God is faithful. He
has created the world. He has created human beings with a
free will, and He will always respect our freedom of choice.
He has elected us, and He wants us to respond to His call by
our own will. He will never force salvation upon us. He will
never threaten us: “Watch out! If you do not do this or that,
things will go terribly for you!” No!
How did He act in the case of Adam and Eve? They had the
opportunity to experience the love of God. They even lived
with God and received everything they needed. In His love,
God gave them everything and told Him what He expected
of them. That was all. Everything else was up to them. God
did not force them. He did not influence them. He said,
“You can see that I love you. I have proven My love to you.
You can feel it. And this is what I expect of you. Now you
can decide freely for yourselves.”

will we say yes to God or will we say no to Him? He will not
force us into anything.
We are and remain free. God does not threaten us. He does
not exert any pressure on us. We can freely decide what we
want to do. God makes sure that we remain free in our decisions to the very end. We will never be forced to say yes
to God. He will always see to it—and this is an important
point—that we are never forced to say no to Him either.
No matter what the circumstances, He will always ensure
that it is possible for us to say yes to Him, to answer His
call and to follow Him. This is something very important,

And that is exactly what He does with us. He gives us the
opportunity to experience His love, and He tells us what
He expects of us. Now all we must do is make our decision:
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From Brampton, the divine service was transmitted to 60 congregations
in Canada, reaching some 3,600 believers across the country

God creates our redemption. We cannot create our own redemption. We are and remain sinners. We cannot ensure
that we will enter into the kingdom of God. We need sanctification. We need purification. To put it very simply, we
must be made glorious. Only God can do that. We cannot
say, “I am worthy now. I am such a good person now that
I can enter into the kingdom of God.” That will not work!
It is God who brings about our redemption, but we must
respect His conditions. He will redeem those who remain
faithful. It is only to such that He will grant entry into His
kingdom. He wants us to believe in Jesus Christ until the
end, and we must follow this path of faith—no matter what
happens. It is not always pleasant and not always comfort
able. Often we would prefer to follow another path. But
God says, “No! I have decided once and for all. You must
simply believe.” In other words, “Trust in Me. I give you My
word. I will tell you what you must do. Trust in My word.
Trust in My love.”

Whether people like it or
not, there is only one way:
Jesus Christ
dear brothers and sisters. Think about this. Paul said that
nothing can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:
35). This means God always ensures that—no matter what
happens—it will always be possible for us to make the right
decision and say yes to Him. Otherwise, if the temptations
were so difficult—and our trials so great—that we could no
longer endure, and were forced to leave God and become
unfaithful to Him, then we would not be free. God wants us
to be free. That is why He sees to it that we always have the
ability to say yes to Him and follow Him in all situations.
That is part of His faithfulness. He respects the rules and He
ensures that He is also respected. That is why He has elected
us. He asks us: “Do you want to respond to My call?” No
matter what happens—or does not happen—it is completely and solely up to you. You can decide.

That is the only way to be purified, sanctified, and glorified.
That is the way of faith. Even if something you see does not
seem to correspond to the word. Even if that which you
experience is completely different from what you are told,
you must trust in God. Trust in His word. Trust in His love.
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If you trust in Him, He will also redeem you. He will purify
you. He will sanctify you. He will glorify you. You will be
able to enter into His kingdom.

nitely enter into the kingdom of God. God will see to this.
This also means, however, that the time is limited, and that
His Son will come when He decides to send Him. Once
again: we little human beings cannot influence Him. God
is not dependent on human beings. He can send His Son
whenever He desires. The Son of God has not yet come, but
it is not because He has not been able to come. It is because
God has not yet desired it. He does not need us in order to
complete His plan of redemption. I said recently that Jesus
could have come fifty years ago in order to take home all
those who were ready at that time. He is not dependent on
the number or the constitution of the people. He can do
great things with very few. He could already have come fifty
years ago. The fact that He has not done so is only because
God did not want Him to come sooner because He loves
us and wants to give us the chance to prepare ourselves. He
does whatever He pleases. But this means that we must take
it seriously and be aware that the time of grace is limited.
At times I hear people say, “Yes, but if we aren’t part of the
bride of Christ at that point in time, we will still have the
opportunity to attain salvation in the kingdom of peace.”

He brings about redemption—but only for those who trust
in Him to the end. He fulfils His plan. We are called to be
part of the bride of Christ, to be prepared by the Apostles in
the church of Christ, and to enter into the kingdom of God
as firstlings. God will bring this about. No one can prevent
Him from doing so. He will ensure that everything goes the
way He wants it to go. He does whatever He pleases, and He
has promised that the evil one will never be in a position to
overcome the church.
Jesus has promised to be with the Apostles to the end of
the age. Just think about the image of the dragon in Revelation, who attempts to attack the woman, but no one can
prevent the birth of the male child, and no one can prevent
the male child from being caught up to God (Revelation 12:
15). All these statements about God simply mean that God
will ensure that that which He has decided will also occur.
And for Him it has already happened! In Revelation—and I
think this is also the case in the English Bible—everything
is described in the past tense. The things which are shown
there are not things that are about to happen, but rather
things that have already come to pass, because time does
not exist for God. He is not making any predictions here.
He is not prophesying anything. He is simply describing
reality—because He stands above time. For Him everything
is clear. Everything has already been done. No one has been
able to prevent this.

The Lord does whatever He pleases. He has called me now,
in this time period. I cannot simply assume that this call
also applies to the period of the kingdom of peace. God
does as He pleases! I cannot say, “I was not ready, heavenly Father. Give me a second chance.” Maybe He will, but
perhaps He will not! I am not trying to threaten anyone
now and say, “You’d better watch out!” But we should be
clear about the fact that we as human beings cannot tell
God what He has to do.

Be assured, the evil one will not be able to conquer the
church. The Apostles will be in a position to fulfil their
commission until the end, and the bride of Christ will defi-

He has called us now: “Please come, make your decision
now!” I do not have the ability—nor do I see any way—to
influence Him to give me a second chance in the kingdom
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of peace. I cannot possibly know whether He will do this or
not. He will not ask me what I would prefer!

only way—to arrive at a strong faith. Hear the word of God.
“Eat” the word. “Digest” it. Work with it. That is the import
ant thing.

This means that we must respond to the call of God today.
For us the time of grace is now.

Beyond that, we must have the desire to say yes to God in
all situations, in all circumstances. Not because we wish
to escape a particular danger, or because we want to avoid
illnesses or other problems. We say yes to God because we
want to be with Him, because we love Him. We are here
because we want to strengthen our will to follow the Lord,
because we want to increase our love for God. The only way
for us is to grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. I have
often said already—and I really mean it: “The more you
know Jesus and the more you love Him, the stronger your
resolve to follow Him and be with Him will be. Let us be
connected with Jesus. When we read the Bible, it is nice
to see all the things He has done. But there is a message in
that for us today. What would Jesus do today? What does it
mean for me today in my situation? What has He done for
me? What does He do for me now? And what will He still
do for me in the future? The more connected we are to Jesus
and the better we know Him, the more we will love Him,
and the greater our will to follow Him will be. This gives us
the strength to say yes to God in all circumstances and in
every situation.

Let me summarise this in a few words? God wants us to
have fellowship with Him. He has decided to elect us. He is
calling us now, in this time period. We can say yes or no to
this call, completely uninfluenced by the circumstances. No
one will be able to say, “Under these particular circumstances it was impossible to remain faithful.” That is simply not
true. God is faithful. He will always see to it that it will be
possible for us, that there is a way for us, to say yes to Him.
Nothing can force me to leave Him. This is completely up
to me. My redemption is dependent on my faith and on my
willingness to follow Him and to have fellowship with Him.
That is the point, dear brothers and sisters: my redemption
is dependent on me, and only me. My redemption depends
on my faith. That is why the disciples asked, “Increase our
faith!” (Luke 17: 5). How can our faith be increased? Jesus
Himself decided that. Paul says that faith comes from the
preaching of the word (Romans 10: 17). We must listen to
the sermon—we must hear the word of God—in order to
have faith and to be increased in faith.
Jesus prayed for those who would come to believe in Him
through the word of the Apostles (John 17: 20). Chief
Apostle Fehr often said—and I would like to underline this:
“In order to be redeemed, we need a strong faith in every
situation, and the only way to have a strong faith is to hear
the gospel preached by the Apostles.” When I say “hear”,
this is not just a question of listening, such that we can say,
“Yes, he said this and that.” We must really “eat” the word.
We must “digest” it—and we must work with it. That is our
problem nowadays. In our society we are accustomed to
fast food. I assume it is the same in Canada as it is in France
and elsewhere in Europe. We have ready-made meals or
fast food. Everything is done already.

God does what He wants. We must accept His will. But let
us not forget: He wants us to be redeemed. He has elected
you. He tells you what you must do. You must decide.
If we have sufficient faith and sufficient love, it will be possible for us to say yes to God until the very end—and then
He will glorify us.

CORE THOUGHTS

That is not the case with the word of God. If we want to
derive some benefit from the word of God, we must work
with it, we must occupy ourselves with it, we must reflect
upon it. We must ask ourselves the question, “What does
this mean for me? What does God want from me? What
am I supposed to do?” The more we work with the word
of preaching, the better we will “digest” it, and the stronger our faith will become. This is not some invention of the
New Apostolic Church to try and fill the churches. That is
the will of God! He does whatever He pleases. He makes
a decision. And He has decided that this is the way—the

God desires our salvation. He has
elected us and called us to enter into
His kingdom as firstlings. He will always
see to it that we are able to heed His
call. Our salvation depends upon our
faith and our will to be with God.
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Behold, I am
coming quickly!
The return of Christ is beyond human calculation. All we know is
what Jesus said about this. In a doctrinal paper, Chief Apostle
Jean-Luc Schneider answers many questions, except one.
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What does the Bible say about God’s actions in
the past?
God reveals Himself in nature and history. The manifestation of God in history is explained in detail in the Catech
ism, where it says: “The fact that God revealed Himself in
history first becomes clear in the development of the people
of Israel as attested in the Old Testament” (CNAC 1.1.2).

DOCTRINE

Can man understand the will of God?
Those who believe in Jesus recognise that the kingdom of
God becomes present in them. Additional outward signs
are the deeds of Jesus—the proclamation of His teaching,
His miracles—whose divine origin can also only be revealed through faith in Him.
In summary we can say that it is a central notion for both
the Old and New Testaments that God acts in history. However, the key to understanding that God acts in history is
not history itself, but faith.

“The central event of salvation for the people of Israel is
their liberation from slavery in Egypt” (CNAC 1.1.2). Within the history of Israel, lost wars were interpreted as divine
punishment, for example. The Babylonian captivity was
also understood as a divine punishment, while the return
to Jerusalem was seen as an act of divine grace. An example
for this view of history is found in 2 Chronicles 36: 19–23.

In the following we will deal with the question of whether
concrete historical events can be interpreted as objective
indications of the state of salvation history. Does it make
sense to look for indications of the imminent return of
Christ in contemporary history?

The central message of the New Testament is the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, which is firmly established in
history. God’s incarnation in Jesus Christ is the historical
self-revelation of God that surpasses everything before it
(John 1: 14; 1 Timothy 3: 16).

Are there signs that indicate the imminent return
of Christ?
The Synoptic Gospels—the gospels according to Matthew,
Mark, and Luke—include Jesus’ discourse on the end-time.
They point to events which herald the appearance of the
Son of Man.

What is the relationship between human and salvation history?
“The gospel according to Luke expressly places the birth of
the Son of God in a historical framework” (CNAC 1.1.3).
The wording in the New Testament, “when the fullness of
the time had come”, establishes the connection between
secular history and salvation history.

In Mark 13: 4–10 the disciples of Jesus ask about the end
and receive the following answer from Him: “‘Tell us, when
will these things be? And what will be the sign when all
these things will be fulfilled?’ And Jesus, answering them,
began to say: ‘Take heed that no one deceives you. For many
will come in My name, saying, “I am He,” and will deceive
many. But when you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do
not be troubled; for such things must happen, but the end
is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be earthquakes in various
places, and there will be famines and troubles. These are
the beginnings of sorrows. But watch out for yourselves, for
they will deliver you up to councils, and you will be beaten
in the synagogues. You will be brought before rulers and
kings for My sake, for a testimony to them. And the gospel
must first be preached to all the nations.” At the same time,
Jesus warns of false christs who will rise: “Then if anyone
says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or, ‘Look, He is there!’
do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will
rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect” (Mark 13: 21–22).

In the gospel of Luke, the birth of Jesus is associated with
concrete historical events, while Galatians 4: 4 only says:
“But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law …”
What is noticeable here is that Paul refrains from making
any specific historical references. No mention is made here
of any outward historical conditions that would have been
considered necessary for the Son of God to become man.
What comes to expression here instead is that His incarnation occurred at the right point in time and in a manner
that was appropriate for salvation history. Why this is the
case lies in the will of God alone.
The emergence and preaching of Jesus are of symbolic character according to Mark 1: 15: “The time is fulfilled, and
the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel.” Belief in the fact that Jesus proclaims God’s will in
an authentic and authoritative way is the prerequisite here
for being able to recognise His Person as the central event
of salvation history and its course.

Finally He talks about the arrival of the Son of Man—the
return of Christ: “But in those days, after that tribulation,
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its
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light; the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the
heavens will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man
coming in the clouds with great power and glory. And then
He will send His angels, and gather together His elect from
the four winds, from the farthest part of earth to the farthest part of heaven” (Mark 13: 24–27).
Why can historical events not herald the return of
Christ?
On reading these verses, one may at first have the impression that a clear link can be established to concrete historical events. But a closer examination will reveal that this is
not as clear as it seems. Wars, false teachers, and the persecution of Christians, but also positive events such as the
universal preaching of the gospel, are listed as heralds of
the end. In addition to this—and these are things that are
already beyond history—cosmic events are mentioned as
signs: the darkening of the sun and moon, the stars falling
from heaven, and the powers in the heavens that will be
shaken. 2 Peter 3: 10 also speaks about the powers in heaven being shaken: “… the heavens will pass away with a great
noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat.”
A more detailed analysis of the text will show that it is
impossible to link these statements to concrete historical
events. Historical events have often been considered so
monstrous and unique that they were taken as a portent
of the return of Christ. One need only think back to the
Catholic Apostolic Church’s assessment of the French Revolution as an end-time event. Often the focus was only on
Europe, and people tended to forget the historical catastrophes on other continents. Nor can we say that our experiences today are worse or less tolerable than the experiences
of our ancestors or of nations on other continents. We must
rather recognise that the totality of all historical events is an
indication that the return of Christ is necessary.

Lord.” The Apostle ministry is therefore a sign that salvation history has entered a phase that will end with the return of Christ. However, the modern-day apostolate is only
a sign or reference to the return of Christ for those who
believe that it re-emerged as result of a divine act.
Attempts to identify special historical events as signs indicating the imminent return of Christ might be taken to
suggest that belief in the return of Christ requires verification and confirmation. Jesus clearly rejected any demand
for signs to prove His authority: “But He answered and said
to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a
sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the
prophet Jonah’” (Matthew 12: 39). The “sign of the prophet
Jonah” is Jesus’ abode in the kingdom of the dead and His
resurrection. This sign, however, can only be recognised
and accepted in faith. Basing arguments on historical signs
contradicts the message of the New Testament. Faith cannot
be verified through signs! This is also pointed out by Paul in
1 Corinthians 1: 22–23, where he critically observes: “For
Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we
preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and
to the Greeks foolishness.”

Can signs not substantiate our faith?
Apostolic tradition understands the renewed occupation of
the Apostle ministry as an important sign of the return of
Christ. In the explanations concerning the plan of salvation we can read in CNAC 4.4 “that the reoccupation of the
Apostle ministry … is geared toward preparing the bridal
congregation for the return of Jesus Christ”. This notion is
also emphasised in other places in the Catechism, for example in CNAC 6.4.2.3: “The activity of the newly called
Apostles [in the nineteenth century] was not intended to
establish another Christian denomination. Its goal was
rather to prepare all of Christianity for the return of the
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We believe that God acts in history. He acted upon the people of Israel, He acts upon mankind through Jesus Christ,
and He acts in the era of the church. We can certainly understand events in church history such as the ecumenical
councils or the reoccupation of the Apostle ministry as
works of the Holy Spirit, which affirm the promise of the
return of Christ. The return of Christ will also have the
character of a historical event. However, what is important
for us today is that we trust in Jesus Christ’s promise to return.

by specific historical events. It would not be faith if it were
possible to verify it by the events of the times such as those
we hear reported in the media.
Jesus Christ will come when He decides. There will be no
historically identifiable signs for this. We cannot infer that
this event is any more or less imminent from the horrible
things that are taking place in this world and say, “The Lord
must be coming now.” The only sign is: “I proclaim it unto
you. I tell you: I am coming quickly!” And this promise is
continually proclaimed and reinforced by the apostolate.
What is required here is our faith, in the biblical testimony and the apostolate. Let us hold on to this faith, whose
sole foundation is the promise of Jesus Christ, and let us
profess it to others. Any attempt to verify it would be tanta
mount to a vote of nonconfidence in God’s faithfulness to
His promise!

Can we do more than believe and be prepared?
Jesus’ end-time discourse, as recorded by Matthew, speaks
to the point and provides an important impetus for us:
“Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an hour you do not expect” (Matthew 24: 44). Once again
we see that belief in the return of Christ cannot be verified
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Seven good reasons for
the Apostle ministry
What exactly is the mission of the Apostles today? What have they been called for?
What are they supposed to preach? These are some of the questions that are
regularly asked. In a divine service in Stockholm (Sweden) on 19 May 2019 Chief
Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider gave some answers.
By means of seven points, he explained to the congregation what this means for him specifically. He made it very
clear that the Apostles are servants of the congregation.
“In the work of God there is only one Lord, and that is
Jesus Christ.” Sometimes we hear the wish expressed that
the Apostles should adapt the gospel to the present reality,
the Chief Apostle said, “but we can’t do that. We are only
servants of God. He makes the rules. We cannot change
the gospel of Christ.” Although the Apostles baptise with
water and Spirit, they do not decide who gets to enter the
kingdom of heaven. The dispensation of the sacraments is
only the beginning: “The new creature in Christ must develop.” He went on to say that Jesus Christ decides, and only
He, who gets to enter the kingdom of God! The role of the
Apostles is to help along, but every believer has to work on
his own salvation.

How the Apostles help
The Apostles contribute and help by:
■ preaching eternal wealth. The Lord explained to His
disciples that spiritual riches are more important than
earthly ones. “Seek first the kingdom of God.” That does
not mean that believers should despise earthly life and
deny themselves beautiful things and should be poor.
Our priorities are clear. We are glad that our names
are written in heaven. We are happy about the fact that
salvation is being offered to us. This joy accompanies us
in good and in bad days, because Christians know: “I
have received salvation, Jesus Christ has died for me. He
redeems me. He leads me into His kingdom.”
■ proclaiming God’s commandments. Jesus repeatedly
urged His Apostles to keep His commandments. Some
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The divine service in Stockholm with Chief Apostle
Jean-Luc Schneider was transmitted throughout Sweden
and to congregations in Denmark, Finland, and Norway

■

■

■

people are reluctant to do this. They think it restricts
their freedom. Continuous obedience is a thing of the
past, they say. “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word; and My Father will love him, and We will come
to him and make Our home with him,” Jesus said.
Admittedly, this is not the way that leads to prosperity
and success in life, but it allows you to experience the
nearness of God!
preaching repentance. Jesus explained to His Apostles
that they must repent and change their ways, that they
need grace. The mandate of the Apostles is to preach
repentance and tell the believers: we need grace, we are
poor sinners. When the Apostles preach repentance
and call on the faithful to change their ways, they do so
with a single purpose: to enable believers to obtain a full
measure of grace, to gain freedom in Christ.
teaching us how to pray. The Lord taught His disciples
how to pray. This too, is part of the mission of the Apostles, to help the congregation in praying in the name of
Jesus Christ. “Whatever you ask the Father in My name,
He will give you. Until now you have asked nothing
in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy
may be full” (John 16: 23–24). The intention is not to
frustrate us. In fact, the mission of the Apostle ministry
is to help us formulate our prayers in such a way that
God can answer them, that we can be sure that He will
answer them.

teaching Jesus’ example. The Lord Jesus taught His
disciples how to serve. Before His sacrificial death, He
gave them an example by washing their feet. Let us serve
the Lord, let us serve one another. Those who serve the
Lord will be able to regularly experience that, although
they are weak, they can accomplish great things through
Jesus Christ. This is not a theory, but a very concrete
reality.
addressing afflictions. Jesus spoke to His Apostles about
affliction and persecution, asking them to be joyful in
spite of all of this. This is a central theme in the gospel.
Paul too preached about this: whoever suffers with
Christ will also rejoice with Him. It is not our mission to
abolish affliction and tribulation and restore order in the
world, but to strengthen faith and assure the believers of
the following: those who suffer with Christ and because
of Christ will share eternal joy with Him. That is a fundamental principle of the gospel.
preaching about the return of the Lord. Jesus told His
disciples that He will return in order to take them unto
Himself. I know of no greater reason to rejoice than this:
the Lord will come soon! He will come for me and lead
me into His kingdom. Whoever accepts this with a believing heart, will have profound joy already today. God
loves us. He will come and take us with Him very soon.

CORE THOUGHTS
2 Corinthians 1: 24

“Not that we have dominion over your
faith, but are fellow workers for your
joy; for by faith you stand.”
Jesus sent His Apostles to proclaim salvation to
mankind, to baptise and to teach them. The Apostles contribute to our joy by inviting us to align our
lives to the teaching of Jesus.
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WORKERS IN THE
VINEYARD
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 20: 1–16

Once again Jesus told His disciples about the kingdom of
God. He compared it with the
man who owned a vineyard
and employed workers to help
him. They all worked different hours, yet all received the
same wage for their work.
The vineyard owner went out
early in the morning to find
workers to help him. He agreed
to give the workers a silver coin
for a day’s work and sent them
off to his vineyard.
Three hours later the man saw
that there were still men in the
market place who had not found
any work. He said to them, “Go
to my vineyard. I’ll pay you the
appropriate wage.” They too
went off to work for him.
Six hours after he had sent the
first workers to the vineyard,
the man returned to the market
place again and found that there
were still men there without
work. He sent them to his vine-
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yard as well. Three hours later
the same happened again.
When the first men to have been
employed had been working for
eleven hours, the owner found
some more men who had no
work.
He asked them, “Why have you
been standing there all day and
not working?”
They replied, “No one gave us
any work.” The man sent them
off to his vineyard as well.
By now it was evening. The
owner said to his manager, “Call
the workers and give them their
wages. Give those their wages
first who came here last.” So the
workers who had only arrived
at the eleventh hour were paid
first. Each one received a silver
coin.
Finally, the workers who had
started early in the morning
were paid. They expected to
receive more money than those
who had only worked a short
time. But they too received one
silver coin, as agreed.
They started to complain and
said, “The ones who came last
only worked for an hour. Yet
you have paid them exactly the
same as us and we had to work
hard all day in the heat.”

community 01/2020
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■ Source: Magazine Wir Kinder, Edition 10/2019; Illustration: Mirella Fortunato

The owner said to one of them,
“My friend, I am not being unfair. Did we not agree that you
would receive a silver coin for
your work? Take what you have
earned and go home! I wanted
to give those who came later
the same as you. Don’t I have
the right to do what I want with
my money? Are you jealous because I have been so kind?”
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The Hague Congregation

Thanksgiving Day 2019

In the New Apostolic Church there are festive occasions
which are annually celebrated.

abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency
in all things, may have an abundance for every good work.”

One such occasion is Thanksgiving Day. By celebrating
Thanksgiving we bring special thanks to God for preserving
us both naturally and spiritually.

In a letter read to all congregations on Sunday, 17 November 2019, District Apostle Kriel wrote: “Firstly, I would like
to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you
for making Thanksgiving a most memorable experience.
Your offerings and sacrifices have once again made this festive event on the Church calendar a celebration of faith.”

The much-anticipated visit of the District Apostle J Kriel
to Hercules congregation on Thanksgiving Day, 06 October
2019, culminated into a most memorable and blessed experience for the congregations of Hercules, Booysens, Mountain View and Hartbeespoort.

The District Apostle again expressed his thanks in a close of
year message televised via NACTV to all congregations on
29 December 2019 before the commencement of the final
Sunday morning divine service of 2019.

On the Saturday before the divine service, the members
gathered to clean and decorate the house of God. The Sunday School children also had a recorder rehearsal.

After recalling the highlights of the year, he concluded by
saying: “…when we reflect, one cannot do so without being thankful! Dear brothers, dear sisters, I thank you all! I
thank you for your love and support. I thank you for your

The Bible word shared by the District Apostle was taken
from 2 Corinthians 9:8 “And God is able to make all grace

Kinross Congregation

Woodlands Congregation
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Voorburg Congregation

Kewtown Congregation

dedication in the various congregations. I thank you for
your offerings that you bring lovingly into God’s house.
I thank you for the great harvest at Thanksgiving that we
could experience – all to enable the furtherance and the
completion of God’s work. Know – nobody may see you –
but God knows!” The District Apostle continued by saying:
“And there are of us, your leaders, who remain truly thankful for your faithful offerings, for your prayers, and your
support. Thankful, that you often have to bear our mistakes
and our failings - we are not perfect. Our Chief Apostle said

recently; forgive us. And we’re doing our best to lead you
better. But remember, when we look around us in the congregation, the champions of faith is the one sitting next to
you who often have to endure so much – often have to carry
such great burdens. Dear brothers and sisters, to you I say;
you remain a great source of strength and a great source of
blessing unto us. Thank you very much to all the teachers,
all the ministers, all the parents, for teaching and upholding
the gospel. Don’t get tired - let’s carry on until we can come
to completion. God bless you all!”

Sedgefield Congregation

Drakenstein-Suid Congregation

Netreg Congregation
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In Him we live
and move…
On Sunday 24 November 2019, District Apostle J Kriel conducted a divine service for some of the 2020 confirmands of
the Cape Coastal Apostle Area.

During the sermon, the entire congregation was invited to
rise and say the Confirmation vow, which was done earnestly and in unison.

This divine service had a different dynamic because, for the
first time, the Young People of the Apostle area were also
invited to this special confirmands’ service.

Also, elsewhere, thousands of confirmands and young people came together in various churches around the District
Apostle Area where they received the same Bible word. In
the days leading up to the service, the officiants appointed
to conduct the special service received a message from the
District Apostle as follows: “Dear brothers, I will think of
you especially conducting this special divine service with
our Confirmands of 2020 and our Young People. They face
many challenges but assure them that they are loved, and
they are remembered, and if they take the Lord with them
as they have learnt up to now, we face the future with confidence. All the best!”

The excitement among the young brothers and sisters was
heart-warming. It was clear that they valued the divine service, as Tafelsig church was filled to capacity.
The atmosphere in the church hall was joyous; the congregation practised the after-service piece, In Him we live and
move, with so much gusto, it felt as if the walls were vibrating.
As the basis for the divine service, the District Apostle read
a Bible word from Matthew 14:29; “So He said, ‘Come’. And
when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked on
the water to go to Jesus.”
The Bible reading, done by one of the confirmands, was
read out of John 12, verses 42-49.
The message to the confirmands was powerful, clear and
easy to understand: Jesus knows each one of us by name,
regardless of our different backgrounds and our failings. He
calls us to give us salvation, to live and move with Him, and
to serve Him with the gifts and talents placed within us.
What is spiritually impossible on our own, Jesus will help
us to achieve.

Tafelsig
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Saxonsea

In all these services, it was the young Christians who did the
Bible reading. They read out passages from the John 12:4249: “Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed
in Him, but because of the Pharisees they did not confess
Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; for they
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God. Then
Jesus cried out and said, ‘He who believes in Me, believes
not in Me but in Him who sent Me. And he who sees Me
sees Him who sent Me. I have come as a light into the world,
that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.
And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do
not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but
to save the world. He who rejects Me, and does not receive

My words, has that which judges him - the word that I have
spoken will judge him in the last day. For I have not spoken
on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me
a command, what I should say and what I should speak’.”
The message of these special divine services said District
Apostle Kriel in summary, “is to live and move in Jesus. Jesus knows each one of us by name, regardless of our different backgrounds and our weaknesses. He calls upon us to
live and move in Him, and to serve Him with our gifts and
talents.”

Worcester District

Towerby

Gauteng Central

Welcome Estate

Rosedale-Uitenhage

Belthorn
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The Lord is righteous
and gracious

On Friday 13 December 2019, Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider visited Walvis Bay on the west coast of Namibia.

Some of the spiritual points shared during the divine service included:

This was the Chief Apostle’s first visit to the country of
Namibia. The trip to this coastal town was not without its
challenges which included flight delays and lost luggage.

• Every divine service is part of our preparation for the return of Jesus.
• Man’s reward is the grace of God in all situations; this
reward is for all mankind.

The congregation comprised of members from local congregations in Namibia, and some travelled from as far as
Botswana. Some members travelled for up to twenty hours
by road to attend the divine service.

• With a heart filled with God’s righteousness, even unfavourable situations can be a blessing.

As a basis for the divine, the Chief Apostle used the Bible
word Psalm 145, 17-18; “The Lord is righteous in all His
ways, Gracious in all His works. The Lord is near to all who
call upon Him.”

• We are elected to serve a predetermined purpose while
we experience His love and grace.
The children’s choir, mixed choir and orchestra also contributed to the festive atmosphere of the divine service.
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The District Apostle Helpers Misselo, (Angola) and Nsamba (Zambia) were called to serve.
Before the conclusion of the divine service, the Chief Apostle ordained District Elder Mukwati (Botswana) and District Evangelist Luhanga (Zambia) into the Apostle ministry. The new Apostle Mukwati will assist Apostle Liwakala
in caring for the members in Botswana and the Zambezi
Region of Namibia. The Apostle Luhanga was ordained for
the DA Area Zambia.
The choir appropriately concluded the divine service with a
boisterous rendition of “I believe in Christ”.
The next day, Saturday 14th, the Chief Apostle and his accompaniments travelled to East London to be in attendance
at a music concert in the city. The weekend of blessings
concluded with a divine service that was audio-visually
transmitted to all congregations in the NAC-SA region on
Sunday 15th November at 9 am.
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Festive music concert in
Eastern Cape

The East London International Convention Centre was the
venue for a festive music concert on Saturday afternoon, 14
December 2019.

Beautiful musical renditions by the choir, soloists, children’s choir and orchestra moved and certainly prepared
the hearts of those present.

The participants who performed at this event included
members from the Eastern Cape Area project choir and orchestra, as well as the Buffalo City District Sunday School
choir.

Rapturous applause erupted at the end of the performances, and it continued as the Chief Apostle made his way to
the stage to address those in attendance as they could no
longer contain their excitement.

Upon Chief Apostle’ s arrival, an awaiting and expectant
atmosphere made way for a feeling of exhilaration.

The Chief Apostle started his address by saying that he was
filled with peace and joy and was delighted with what he
experienced. He joyfully thanked everyone for their labours of love, and the preparation which made the music
hour a most beautiful experience.
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Wait eagerly with
perseverance!
On Sunday 15 December 2019, Chief Apostle Jean-Luc
Schneider conducted a divine service in the East London
International Convention Centre, South Africa.
This was the highlight of the Chief Apostle’s historic visit to
the city, and the service was audio-visually transmitted to
all congregations on the network.
An overwhelmingly blessed atmosphere prevailed in the
hall. Spiritual vibrations could be felt as the congregation
waited to be served by the ambassador of Christ.
The Bible word used by Chief Apostle as a basis for the divine service was taken from Romans 8:25; “But if we hope

for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance”.
After the Bible word was read, the Chief Apostle said, “I
want to thank the choir for expressing our most important
desire, that is, that we want to be like Jesus.
The Chief Apostle continued by saying that the Glorious
One accepted suffering to die to show us His love. He encouraged the congregation to become like Him.
The Chief Apostle continued the sermon with the following points:
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- Paul says that we hope for something we do not see as the
Messiah established an invisible Kingdom, free from the
evil one. We do not strive for a kingdom of visible wealth,
but rather everlasting peace and joy.

REGIONAL NEWS

- In perseverance, God will deliver us from our weaknesses
so that we can become true images of Christ.
- The unbelief of man does not affect the faithfulness of
God – God made a promise and He will keep it.

- Trust God for His help, God has the power to help, and
He will help!

- Make sure the Apostolate fulfil their mission through the
help of the Holy Spirit. The bride WILL be prepared.

- Have true hope, nourished by the Holy Spirit. This will
lead us into the Kingdom of God.

The Chief Apostle called upon District Apostle Helper R
Nsamba (Zambia), District Apostle Helper J Misselo (Angola) and Apostle J Joubert (South Africa) to serve along.

- Be prepared because Jesus will come quickly. We received
the gift of His promise, not just a general promise but a
“personal” promise for everyone.
- Allow the Holy Spirit to develop in us to become more
like Jesus and to grow in our love for the Lord.
- We have received the first fruit of inheritance – it is present in Holy Communion, in prayers, in the congregations
and also in fellowship.
- When we have hope and the strong desire to be like Jesus, we have perseverance and eagerly await the return of
Christ.
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In preparation for the serving of Holy Communion, Chief
Apostle said that the choir already prepared the congregation through their singing of the hymn, “I want to be like
Jesus”.
Bishops A Nel and T Stephens stood as proxies for the
serving of the souls in yonder world.
The service was concluded with the choir’s joyful and majestic singing of “Praise to the Lord, The Almighty”.
Thereafter, an elated congregation with hearts filled with
thankfulness and joy left the building.
What a blessed and momentous visit by the Chief Apostle,
a visit that will go down in history, and certainly never to
be forgotten!
While we took in the full measure of the weekend’s blessings, the Chief Apostle made his way to the airport and left
the country on the Sunday afternoon.
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Sing Christmas!
The Silvertown Auditorium was the venue for the Sing
Christmas choral experience on Sunday 22 December
2019.

unique Christmas event that is sure to become the highlight of the season. The work comprises four stand-alone
suites. Each movement includes original music combined
with favourite carols, creating a perfect blend of familiar
and new. The writing is accessible for most groups yet contains enough richness to provide any choir with a fulfilling choral experience. The optional two-person narration
knits the suites into a thrilling and complete retelling of the
Christmas story. The performance was also live-streamed
on the NACTV Facebook page, and Mary McDonald gave
her opinion on the performance, stating that it was an “incredible presentation of Sing Christmas”.

This special occasion included a range of different performers who aimed to leave those in attendance with an
ardent feeling of festivity.
One performance was initially planned for the afternoon.
However, based on the huge demand for tickets, it was decided that the groups would present the programme twice.
The programme started with the orchestra performing
“We wish you a Merry Christmas”. This was followed by the
Children’s Choir performing 3 items while being supported by the orchestra and band. With 2019 being the year of
the child, the recently-formed choir, guided by their leaders, focused on development. Over the past year and a half,
the fledgeling group has grown from 60 to 130 children.

After the concert, District
Apostle J Kriel made his way
to the stage to address those
in attendance. He started off
by saying that “Christmas is
here!” Thereafter, he thanked
the performers and conductors for their efforts and encouraged them to continue
their good work.

After a performance from the wind band, it was time for
the young people’s choir to perform. The group, who performed at the Friendship Day concert in 2018, brought a
vibrant and joyful singing to the occasion, adding to the
jovial atmosphere in the hall.
Their performance was followed by the Cape Town Choir,
who presented the Sing Christmas choral experience. In
this collaboration between two of the most popular sacred
music arrangers, Mary McDonald’s exuberant, dynamic style blends seamlessly with Joel Raney’s rhythmic and
beautifully emotional music to provide musicians with a
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The District Apostle also thanked those in attendance for their contribution towards the donation that went to the Masakhe Foundation.
Masakhe NPC is the New Apostolic Church social outreach programme. The work by the organisation is performed mostly voluntarily and is focused upon helping our fellow-man irrespective of race,
creed, gender, age or religion.
Masakhe’s mission is to reach out to all people by building self-sustainable communities through various interventions based upon
honesty, integrity, justice, non-discrimination and equity. A total of
R60 000 was handed over to
the CEO of Masakhe, Jacqui
Naidoo.
In conclusion, the District
Apostle wished everyone
a blessed and wonderful
Christmas.
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