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AccictAnT CHiEr APocTLE
HeineicH FrANZ SCHLAPHOPF

In 1928 Apostle Wilhelm Schlaphoff passed away in South Africa. He had come to the country in
1890 as a German emigrant, became New Apostolic in 1902, and was instrumental in building up
God’s work in South Africa.

On 5 December 1928 Heinrich Franz Schlaphoff, the son of the deceased Apostle, received the
Apostle ministry by way of a letter. Under his leadership, God’s work was also brought to South
Africa’s neighbouring countries (such as to Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, etc.).

In 1929 Apostle H. F. Schlaphoff was also entrusted with the district of South America. His first jour-
ney there was in 1930 during which he visited the countries of Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay. During
his second journey to South America in 1931, he saw to it that from then on the divine services were
held in the language of the country, if possible. This step had already met with success in South
Africa where, already early on, the divine services were conducted in English or Afrikaans.

Apostle H. F. Schlaphoff was ordained Assistant Chief Apostle in 1933. This was of great significance
for the time that followed. During World War II, the Assistant Chief Apostle looked after all congrega-
tions outside of Europe (Africa, North and South America, Asia and Australia) since this was not
possible for Chief Apostle Bischoff, who lived in Germany. From 1951 to April 1952 Assistant Chief
Apostle Schlaphoff only looked after the congregations in the Southern Hemisphere. At that time
there were Apostles in all of the areas he looked after. While active in this ministry, he undertook
many long journeys into the areas he looked after. As of 7 April 1952 Heinrich Franz Schlaphoff
worked in South Africa as District Apostle. In 1954 he approached Chief Apostle Bischoff with the
request to relieve him of his responsibilities as an Apostle. He remained faithful until his death in
1965, following the Apostles that were given.

4 Consider what the illustration intends to convey.
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Read the letters aloud!

— P

e Hatron VALE, 1| MAY 1886
Hatron VALE, 10 MAY 1886 et e e e :

DeAr WiLHELM! : : : - : _ : o

3 g . f: 5 S o X 5 5
WE vE BEEN IN AUFTRALIA POR THREE YEARS ALREADY. THERE ¢ CERTAINLY A LOT THAT HAP-
PENED DURING THAT TIME! (T REALLY WAIN T EACY TO GET useo TO EVERYTHING NEW. Bu-r i
TELL YOU fOME OFf THE DETAIL(

AT FIRST, MY PATHER WAS ABLE TO WORK HERE WITH MY UNCLE, wHO § BEEN IN AUsTRALIA FOR
QUITE SOME TIME AND I WELL oFF. BuT BUILDING A NEW LIFE FOR THEMSELVES WAGN T ENOUGH
FOL MY PARENTS. MY PATHER T/‘\LKED 50, THE OTHEL GELMAN IMMIGRANTS WITH A LOT OF
ENTHUSIATM ABOUT Goo ¢ WORK. THIg PROBABLY LED TO mY PATHEIL AND UNCLE GOING THEIR
SEPARATE WAYS.
WE now LIvE IN HATTON VALE, WHERE MY PARENTS (TARTED A FARM. (T’r UNR‘GL{EvABLY HARD
WORK TO CLEAR THE LAND AND MAKG THE §OIL USABLE FOR PARMING. [T REALLY I5 DISCOURAGING
'fOMETIMGS' EUT myY F/‘\THEL DOGS‘NT [Esar THINGS‘ GETE HIM DOWN AND OVGIL AND OVER AGAIN
ﬁ ELEC (TII—L TELLING THE OTHER IMMIGRANTS ABOVT GOD §- WORK AND THE APO(TLE( THAT ARE
ACTIVE AGAIN. HE NEVER GETS TIRED OF IT. HE' s ALSO CORRESPONDING WITH THE MINISTERS IN
GELMANY AposTLE KLEBS‘ WE STILL KNOW PGL(ONALLY

_AND JUST IMAGINE, ONE DAY THERE . wA( A LGTTEL PLOM GGLMANY IN WHICH mY PATHGL WAS
INFORMED THAT HE HAD BEEN CALLED AND m,ec-reo A AN EVANceurT Now HE ¢ ABLE TO

ceLerraTE HovLy Commvmow WITH ur. HE  GATHERED A tmALL CONGLEGAT:ON TOGETHER.

S XN 5 § : . % > >
[T ¢ AUTUMN HERE NOW AND MY FATHER I§ GOING TO GELMANY. THAT ¢ WHY (M GIVING Him
THIS LETTER TO PASS TO YOU, AND HOPE TO ALSO GET A LETTER FROM YOU WHEN HE COMES BACK.

? WiTH THE VERY BEST OF wisHES,

Your FriEND ’ - ‘ : e - .
- HermAann ; : : 2 .
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: V ‘ HatTon VALE, 12 NoveEmber 18£8

DeAr WiLHELM!

FresT of ALL, THANKS A LOT FOR YOUR LETTER. (T WA¢ REALLY
EXCITING TO HEAR FROM YOU. SOMETIMES | DO GET HOMESICK FOR
GERMANY AND ALL OF YOU.

FATHER CAME BACK WITH GREAT NEwS. HE WAS (ELECTED A AN
AprosTiLe. Now HoLy SEALING (AN TAKE PLACE HERE. FATHER
FOAAL O PEANNIRGHTO BUilD A CHURCH FORL Ul i HERE N HATTON
VALE. THAT wouLb THEN BE THE pirsT NeEw APOSTOLIC CHURCH IN
AusTRALIA. AND JUST IMAGINE WHAT ELSE HAPPENED WHILE HE wAs GonE. On our
PARM THERE ARE HUGE TREES, WHICH (HOULD ACTUALLY BE EEMOVED. EUT MY FPATHER
HACN’T DONE IT YET, BECAUCE 1T REALLY If A GREAT DEAL OF wOrK. WHILE HE

wAs IN GERMANY THERE WAS A HURRICANE HERE, WHICH KNOCKED DOWN THE TREES.
FORTUNATELY, OUR HOUSE WASN T DAMAGED. MY FATHER WAS REALLY HAPPY AND
¢AID THAT GOD HAD DONE MORE FOR Him WHILE HE WAS GONE THAN HE HIMSELF
COULD HAVE DONE IN YEARS. WE RE VERY THANKFUL.

>
THAT ¢ ALL FOR TODAY.
WiTH THE VERY BEST OF wWisHES,

Your FRIEND
HermAann

A From left: Apostles in Australia: Jakob Dietz (* 8 December 1871,1 16 August 1941; Apostle since 15 November 1926), A. Abicht; O. Gerke;
A. Rosentreter
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Ex€ErcitE 2

Carl Klibbe came to,Australia.as.a German emigrant, where'he came to know Evangelist Niemeyer,
the later Apostle. He decided to follow the Evangelist and became his enthusiastic coworker."ln 1889
Apostle Niemeyersent Carl Klibbe to South Africa as an Evangelistiwith the commission,to spread
God’s work there.

The following could be letters Evangelist Klibbe sent to Apostle Niemeyer.

Read the letters aloud!

Care Town, 6 November 1850
Dear ApPosTLE!

[ HAVE TO TELL YOU TODAY THAT [ DID NOT SUCCEED IN ESTABR-
LISHING A CONGREGATION HERE IN CAPE Town. [ Am vERY
DISAPPOINTED. DESPITE INTENSIVELY BRINGING TESTIMONY AMONG

THE GERMAN IMMIGRANTS, MY WORK REMAINED WITHOUT SUCCESS.
SINCE [ BELIEVE THAT [ WilL NOT ACHIEVE ANYTHING HERE IN THE
FORECEEARLE BUTVRE, [ wiLL CHANGE MY FLELD DF WORK T O ANOTHER
AREA. : ; -

PLEACE CONTINVE TO REMEMBER ME IN YOUR PRAYERS.

WITH GREETINGS OF MmuCH LOVE,

Youks,

CArL Kiipee

EAsT Lonbon, € Jury 1€93

Dear ApPocTLE! : .

[ Am mucH HAPP:IEL As [ Am WRITING THIS LETTER. HELE,-H\/ THE HARROUR CITY OF
EAcT LONDON, | WAS PINALLY SUCCESSPUL IN ESTABLISHING A CONGREGATION AMONG
THE GERMAN IMMIGRANTYS. : - : :

TobAY [ RECEIVED THE NEWS THAT [ HAVE BEEN ORDAINED APorTLE FOR fouTH
ArricA. [ PRAY THAT THIS ORDINATION vaLL WORK AS A GREAT BLESSING FOR (ourH
Aeuc/\ Now Hovry §6AL,NG CAN PINALLY ALSO BE ADMINISTERED HERE.

WITH GREETINGS OF MUCH LOVE,

Yours,

CArL KiLikRE

a Apostle Carl Klibbe (24 December 1852, 1 22 May 1931; Apostle from 1893 to 1913)
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EAST LONDON, 2¢ DECEMBER 1502

Dear APosTLE!

WiTH GREAT joY [ Apm ABLE TO REPORT TO YOU TODAY AROUT A (PECIAL EVENT IN
‘ BUILDING uP GOD ¢ work In SouTH ArricA. :
? AT PENTECOST THIS YEAR | WAS ABLE TO ADOPT AND SEAL THE MASTER-CHOEMAKER
WILHELM SCHLAPHOFPE WITH His PAMILY. SINCE THEN HE HAS PROVEN HIMSELF AL AN
ENTHUSIASTIC WORKER POR THE LORD ¢ CAUSE. TODAY | ORDAINED Him Asr DEACON A
AND COMMISSIONED Him TO move To CAPE Town. THERE HE 1§ TO VENTURE ANOTHER
BEGINNING AND EVANGELIZE. PLEACE CONTINUVE TO REMEMBER US (O THAT GOID’I
BLESSING MAY REST ON EVERYTHING. ;

CLOSELY CONNECTED | GREET You.

Youes,
7 CARL KLiBBE

A From left: Apostles who worked in South Africa: Wilhelm Schlaphoff (x 14 February 1867,1 16 August 1928; Apostle since 21 September 1913);

H. F. Schlaphoff; R. Kreunen; H. Fernandes, K. Gut
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DeAar Kraea!

CorbokA, 6 NOVEMBER 1509

Very DIFPFICULT YEARS ARE BEHIND ug. DROUGHT AND CROP PAILURES BROUGHT
MANY, MANY PARMERS INTO REALLY GREAT DIFFICULTIES, UNFORTUNATELY, ALSO
ﬁ ovr APosTLE FABER. HE EVEN HAD TO SELL 30 cows.

THE ACTIvITY In GOD § WORK CONTINUES, ALTHOUGH THERE ARE ALSO BIG DIFFI-
G T E TR e R e, rHG COUNGERY G TeHIINE e PO PIVE L AGT EiD BE AGND S R IZG G IE B G (TR IHE G AU R E AR
AWAY PROM US. [N SPITE OF THIS, THE APOSTLE SUCCEEDED (N GATHERING A PEW
cHiLbrEN OF Gob. THIs winTER, THE APOSTLE EVEN MADE A 24-DAY JOURNEY TO
CHILE WHERE HE ORDAINED A DEACON POR THE TACUAREDI CONGREGATION THERE.

WiTH mucH LOVE,

RS R
Left, from left: Apostle G. Ruff (x 20 September 1839, T 2 May 1906; Apostle since 3 June 1688 , Chief Apostle F. Krebs (* 30 July 1832,
T 20 January 1905; Apostle since 27 May 1881), in front of him Apostle Sietse Faber (x 1861, T 1929; Apostle since 16 September 1900),
Apostle H. Niehaus (x 28 July 1848, 1 23 August 1932; Apostle since 21 June 1896). The other pictures show the South American Apostles (f. I.):
E. Gantner; G. Rufenacht; A. Marton; F. Lewitus
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Take turns reading what happened on each day and trace his route
on the map on page 56.
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where there is to be a divine service
in the evening. One hour before the
start of the divine service, the storm
starts again and rages terribly. The
house, which was built on tree stumps,
begins to shake under the power of the
hurricane. The roof begins to weaken.
Individual shingles have come off. We
bow in prayer. Shortly thereafter the
storm subsides. Now the members who
live nearby are also able to come to

the divine service. Afterwards the mem-
bers lend me high
boots so that

| can walk to
Brother Voelk’s
home where | will
spend the night.

21-23 August 1937 | conduct four divine
services before
starting off for
Paraguay aboard

the river steamer Guayra.
-

Photos: 1. The Assistant Chief Apostle in Sao Paulo; 2. Hotel Martine, where he spent the night of 13 August 1937; the trolley that the Assistant
Chief Apostle had to resort to
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EXGLCI (E 4. ‘CONTINU"ED

1: 13,000,000
Scale: |--------- e |

a The route of Assistant Chief Apostle Schlaphoff in 1937.
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