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Numbers 20-21

Water of Meribah

Toward the end of the journey through the desert, the Israelites once again had no water. They
were desperate and dissatisfied. They abused Moses and Aaron for leading them out of
Egypt. Moses and Aaron went into the tabernacle to ask God for water. (Meribah means strife,
contention)

The Lord gave them a precise directive as to what they should do to help the people get water. They
did not carry out the Lord’s instructions to the letter though. That is why God told them that they were
not to reach the land of Canaan.

The brazen serpent

Out of dissatisfaction, the Israelites once again complained about God, Moses, and Aaron. They
would rather have remained as slaves in Egypt than to continue on with this arduous journey through
the desert. They also detested the manna, the nourishment which the Lord provided for them in the
desert.

Then God sent poisonous serpents among the people. Many Israelites were bitten and died. Now
they regretted their improper conduct, came to Moses to ask him to stand up for them before God,
requesting His help.

The Lord instructed Moses to make a brazen serpent, i.e., a serpent made of brass, which was to
stand upright. Everyone who had been bitten and looked up to it was to survive.
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Exercise |

The following letter gives you a little bit of an impression of what life was like for the Israelites

during the trek through the desert. The two girls Susanna and Esther are rarely able to see each
other because the tents of their parents are located far apart.

This is how a letter from Susanna to her friend Esther could have read:

70 ESTHER REVBEN
TENT NO. 406

DEAR ESTHER:
| HAVE TWo NEWS ITEMS, ONE 600D, AND ONE BAD !

AD NEWS!
‘;SIEK;';\E;BI HELPED MY MOTHER TO TOP UF OUR WATER serrULL;.N)UlsLTI i"ﬁm’vvﬁm r:'(; Umy:Tu:HE
VEVE UNT )
UMPTEEN TIMES AND WAIT FOR EVER IN THE LONG &

E:DL LMVU\Y BONE IN MY BODY HURT AND | BARELY HAD FEELING IN MY FEET. $UT STILL, | AM REALLY,

D THAT WE AGAIN HAVE WATER!
m%:xl TURN THIRTEEN. DO YOU KNOW WHAT | WISH FORT A m&gm(v f:\sﬂmz (:let (SAL;AUSE. |

E RE. DONT YOU FEEL THE SAM 7
e Rngpe Mg U EARLY TO GET MANNA. | LoOK FORWARD
, DAY IN AND DAY 0UT, WE RE. ALWAYS GETTING : 0

rr\omrari": E;;BSATH ALREADY AT THE. BEGINNING OF THE WEEK. BUT DON’T YOU ALSO THINK ITS A MIRACLE
HOW IT ALWAYS FALLS DOWN FROM HEAVEN?

D HERE’S THE G0OOD NEWS:
Cr}rJnLL WE WERE. GETTING WATER THE WOMEN SAID THAT IN THREE DAYS WE WoULd REACH OUR

ON.
::gl?:tj;\)\” BE 50000 CLOSE? 1 JUST CAN’T BELIEVE IT THAT THERE 1S SURPOSED TO BE l'AY tmﬂ:ﬁﬂ
PLENTY OF WATER THERE! THEN WE (AN FINALLY GO SWIMMING ONCE AGAIN! | AM RE?I;MLLY L
FORWARD TO IT AND HOTE THAT WE WON'T BE LIVING 50 FAR APART. THEN WE (AN fI
ANOTHER MORE. OFTEN!

SEE. YOU SOON. AND WRITE TO ME ABOUT HOW Y0U ARE DOING.
YOUR BEST FRIEND

SUSANNA




The Lord’s order was:

Take the rod; you and your brother
Aaron gather the congregation together.
Speak to the rock before their eyes,

and it will yield its water (Numbers 20:8).

What Moses actually did:
Then Moses lifted his hand and struck

the rock twice with his rod; and water

came out abundantly (Numbers 20:11).

Can you find the small difference? Underline the parts that indicate what happens at the rock!

God’s reaction
You will find it in Numbers 20:12. Read the passage and strike out the incorrect answers:

Moses was punished through a severe sickness.
Moses was removed as the leader of the people of Israel.

Moses was not permitted to bring the people into Canaan.

Moses was not able to talk to God any more.
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Exerase 3

When, in their discontent,
the Israelites complained
about God, Moses, and
Aaron for the umpteenth
time, the following
happened:
Numbers 21:6-9

» — ForTy Yeaks N THe

pESERT



