
New Apostolic Church
International

Editorial
The right way to pray

Divine service
Prayer works!

Doctrine
The image we have of God 
and what He is really like

Conversations 
with God

02/2024/EN



2
2

community 02/2024 EDITORIAL

Jesus promised, if you gather together in My name and ask 
in My name, you will receive. Whenever we come together 
to pray in  Jesus’ name, He is among us and prays with us.

If we gather in  Jesus’ name and ask God for that which  Jesus 
asks of God for us, then Jesus prays with us. But we must 
ask for the same thing that He asks for. So if anyone prays, 
“God, I want to be very, very rich,” they cannot expect 
 Jesus to join in their prayer. Because Jesus said something 
completely different about money and rich people. And if 
I pray, “Jesus, you must punish my enemy,” I cannot expect 
Jesus to pray that with me because He will not agree. Such 
prayers are not answered because they are not in agreement 
with Jesus’ prayer.

What does Jesus ask God for us? In John 17: 24 we can 
read: “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me 

may be with Me where I am.” If we want our prayers to be 
 answered, we must strive to ask God for that which Jesus 
asks of His Father for us. 

Heartfelt greetings

 

Jean-Luc Schneider

The right way 
to pray
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Prayer works!

“Pray without ceasing.”

1 Thessalonians 5: 17
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Dear brothers and sisters, this prayer, into which we all 
joined, is indeed a very beautiful start into the new year: 
“Show us the way to the kingdom of glory.” We have one 
goal in our life, and that is God’s glory. Our goal is not only 
our own well-being, happiness, and success. We have set 
ourselves a much bigger goal. We want to enter into glory, 
into perfect fellowship with our God. This is what we have 
decided and this is and remains our goal also in the new 
year. On the day of the Lord, we want to enter the kingdom 
of God and have fellowship with God. 

This is not a dream or wishful thinking: The return of  Jesus 
Christ is not an eventuality. It is a divine fact and not a 
promise that just anyone has given us. When God and the 
Holy Spirit speak of the day of the Lord, they are describ-
ing something that is before their eyes. This is difficult to 
under stand, but for God both the future and the present 
are equally current to God. He has everything in front of 

Him. He is not bound to time. When He speaks to us about 
the return of Jesus Christ, He is describing something that 
He already sees and that has already taken place for Him. 
This is our consolation. It is not a vague promise: maybe 
it will happen one day. We do not know the date, but it is 
 absolutely certain that it will take place. Hence this prayer to 
show us the way. How do we get there? How can we partici-
pate? Such a prayer the Holy Spirit will always answer. He 
points to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is the way. If you want 
to enter the kingdom of God, if you want to be part of the 
return of Jesus Christ, then you must follow the path paved 
by Jesus Christ. His teaching and life is the way. Follow His 
example and His teaching. This is how we can prepare our-
selves for the return of Christ and reach our goal. Whatever 
happens in the coming year, let us come to God and ask 
Him to show us the way. And the Holy Spirit will tell us to 
look up to Jesus Christ and to occupy ourselves with His 
gospel and put it into practice. That is the way. 

On 7 January 2024, Chief Apostle Jean-Luc  
Schneider conducted the first divine service 

of the new year in Basle, Switzerland
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An essential element of the teaching of Jesus Christ is 
prayer. Pray at all times, pray without ceasing. Jesus used 
many examples to explain this, such as the parable of the 
widow and the judge, when He spoke of the end-time. Pray 
always, do not let up in prayer. That is part of this journey. 
Prayer is an important part of our preparation for the day of 
the Lord and is therefore also our motto this year: “Prayer 
works!” The Holy Spirit will always show us the way. In fact, 
He goes even further. God not only shows us the way, He 
also gives us the promise: don’t worry, I will always be with 
you on this path. 

Paul took a different approach. He spoke about Jesus 
Christ, who is now in heaven at the throne of God and who 
intercedes for us. No matter what happens, Jesus Christ 
 intercedes for us. We imagine the Son of God going to the 
Father and asking Him, “You must help him now, please 
forgive him.” It is a bit difficult to reconcile this with our 
understanding of the Trinity. We think the Father has 
something in mind and then Jesus 
comes and says, “No, don’t do that; 
have mercy on him or help her.” 
That would mean, however, that the 
Father changes His mind and His 
plans because Jesus Christ inter-
venes on our behalf. We know and 
believe that the Trinity of God the 
Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Spirit is completely one. This simply means—and that 
is what Paul wanted to express—that God is always willing 
to help and forgive us. When he said that Christ, the Son of 
God, makes intercession for us it means nothing other than 
that this year too, God will always be willing to help and 
forgive us—unconditionally and always. He is always ready 
and there for us. This is what this means. 

Paul also said that the Holy Spirit prays and intercedes for 
us when we cannot find the words. The Holy Spirit is part of 
the Trinity. This means nothing other than: God will always 
hear the cry, the longing of our soul. He will always sense 
our pain, our suffering, even if we cannot find the right 
words. We can be sure that God knows us, that He hears 
our prayer even if it is just a sigh. God will always hear it. 
He is interested in how we are doing. He understands all 
our troubles. Every worry is important to Him. He is always 
there for us. God not only shows us the way, but also gives 
us confidence and the promise: don’t worry, I will always be 
there for you. I am here to help you, to forgive you, and to 
listen to you. 

Back to our Bible text: “Pray without ceasing.” That does 
not mean that we should pray every hour, all day, and all 

night. Nobody can do that. At least I can’t. Every now and 
then I must do something different. Pray always means 
that we pray in every situation. This means nothing other 
than that our prayer is not dependent on our situation, our 
circum stances, our needs, our fears, nor on our difficulties: 
our prayer is the result of our relationship with God. That 
is the difference. 

Many people pray when they are in a crisis. All of a  sudden, 
they remember that there is someone they can call on. Pray 
always means that our prayer is based on our relation ship 
with God. We pray because we believe in God and know 
that He is almighty. Nothing is impossible for Him. We 
 believe in His love. He loves us. We believe that He will 
 redeem us, which is why we keep coming back to Him. 
We love Him from the bottom of our hearts and feel the 
need to talk to Him, to come to Him, and have fellowship 
with Him in conversation and prayer, simply because we 
love Him. We need to keep in touch with Him. Let us pray 

 always, regard less of our situation, 
but  simply out of faith and love for 
God. This is what our prayer is based 
on. 

Prayer works. Prayer is effective. 
This can now keep us busy all year 
round. I do not want to elaborate 
on this subject any further now. Let 

us look at the different elements of prayer and think about 
how prayer can work.

Adoration is an important element of prayer. Brothers and 
sisters, I know this has not always been part of our trad ition. 
I can remember that this was not a focus when I was young. 
That only came later with Chief Apostle Fehr and Chief 
Apostle Leber. They brought this subject up. The ador ation 
of God is a very important aspect. This year too, let us take 
the time to think about God and take an interest in His 
nature. This takes time and we need to take a step back and 
think about it. Who is God? This is how we can  occupy 
ourselves with His omnipotence. What does that mean? 
God is the creator and He is omnipotent. God is perfect. 
People tend to be quick to say that, but there is much more 
to God’s perfection. He never makes a mistake. Everything 
He does is perfect. There is no need for improvement. What 
He says and does is simply perfect forever and ever: the 
omnipotence, the perfection of God, the majesty of God, 
the love of God. God is not just someone who loves us. He 
is love. He cannot help but love us. That is His nature. It is 
worthwhile to take a closer look at this every now and then. 
This will then also have an effect on us. It helps us to have 
the right relationship with God, and it gives rise to the fear 

This year, too, 
God will always be 

there for us
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of God and respect. One realises how big He is and how 
small we are. The people who are so power ful and shout so 
loudly are very small. 

On the other hand, a deep sense of trust grows: God is al-
mighty and perfect and He loves me. I have every reason to 
trust Him completely. What this aspect alone can produce 
in us! On the one hand humility, fear of God, and respect, 
and on the other hand trust and confidence. Prayer works. 
Adoration has an influence on us. Something happens in 
our hearts. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we do not need to do this 
every day, but let us regularly take time to worship God 
and  occupy ourselves with His 
 nature. This has a positive in-
fluence on us and is a wonder-
ful preparation for the return of 
Jesus Christ for those who love 
God, who trust Him, and who 
follow Him in faith.

Another element of prayer is gratitude. Giving thanks is 
very important. I don’t want to lecture you now, but per-
haps we could thank God a little more intensively this year 
and focus on what God has given us, what He has done 
for us, what He is doing, and what He will do. I know that 
people are always inclined to first see what they don’t have, 
what they still don’t have, what they no longer have, and 
what they lack. 

When you visit other countries like I do, you realise that 
discontentment is independent of people’s financial situ-
ation. There are people who have a lot and are constantly 
dissatisfied. I see people who have nothing and are very 
happy. The bottom line is that contentment and discontent-
ment have nothing to do with what we have or don’t have. 
Satisfaction is the result of our heart’s attitude. There are 
people who have a lot and are never satisfied. Applied to the 
spiritual, I recommend that we occupy ourselves with what 
God has given us.

Adoration means: everything comes from God. And if 
everything comes from God, then everything we have 
also comes from Him. Gratitude for this creates joy in our 
hearts, something that has become rare in this world. This 
joy creates contentment and also ensures our emotional 
balance. We become stronger in our lives. Those who are 
grateful are stronger than those who are ungrateful. They 
are not easily shaken, because they remember everything 

that God has already given them. Their life is stable. Grati-
tude therefore has a huge impact on us and becomes a 
blessing for us. Let us take the time to be grateful this year. 

We also come to God with our requests. In our opening 
hymn, we sang together that we can come to God in prayer 
to tell Him everything. This is something I think about a lot. 
I am afraid that prayer life has diminished here and there 
and that people no longer talk to God so much. A prayer 
does not necessarily have to be said on your knees, in front 
of your bed, or kneeling in front of the altar. You can also 
have a conversation with God in your thoughts. Brothers 
and sisters, let us take advantage of this opportunity to talk 
to God. So much is said and posted about everything and 

everyone on social media. What 
about prayer, what about our dia-
logue with God? Brother, sister, 
you can  always come to God and 
tell Him everything, absolute-
ly everything, without shame, 
without fear, without shyness. 

We can talk to Him freely about everything. Whether you 
are happy, angry, annoyed, or unhappy, just come to God 
and tell Him in your thoughts and in prayer. Dear God, 
there is something that troubles me. I am all worked up 
about so-and-so; she has insulted me; it is unfair. Pray to 
God and tell Him about it openly. It works. God always has 
time. Other people usually do not have time to listen to you 
and after five minutes you realise they are not interested 
in your worries at all. The good Lord always has time. It is 
so good to know that. You can come to Him any time, no 
matter when. He has time for you. He listens to you and 
understands you. 

When worship and gratitude work together, then some-
thing comes of this prayer. We speak to God, to the Al-
mighty, to the Perfect and Loving One, and realise: He 
understands us. And because He is almighty and perfect, 
because He is love and because He is the Saviour, He will 
do the right thing. And He will help us. It is impossible for 
Him not to help us. He knows better than we do what we 
need and what is best for us. 

Adoration: He is the Saviour. But what does God want? 
When we ponder about this and bring our worries and 
concerns to Him, we will realise that He wants us to be 
with Him forever. Jesus Christ wants us to be where He is. 
The more we think about this, the more we realise that His 
will must be done. And then we no longer resign ourselves 
to His will, but do it out of conviction, even enthusiasm, 

Let us always take time 
to worship God
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tain that He will help us. And His help is the best we can 
receive. 

Now to the last point: intercession. This is an important 
point in this day and age. I mean, we are not blind. When 
we look around us—in our families, in our congregations, 
in the world—we see a lot of suffering. Before the divine 
service, the ministers told me that here in the congregation 
and in the district, too, there are brothers and sisters who 
are in great distress. This really is the case everywhere, and 
it is a big concern of mine. One cannot be indifferent and 
say,  well, that is just the way it is. What can we do about 
it? Well, we can pray for our family, we can pray for our 
congre gation, and we can pray for our fellow human  beings. 
Intercession is very important. It is a very important part 
of our preparation for the return of Jesus Christ. Jesus will 
take those to Himself who follow Him and do His will. And 
His will is: love your neighbour as you love yourself. This 
command ment alone gives rise to the need for inter cession. 
We have just prayed for ourselves and we love our neigh-
bour as we love ourselves, so let us also pray for others. We 
want them to thrive too. We pray for them and share in 
their well-being, their worries, their fears, and their needs. 
Because we love others, we share in their fate and come to 
God and pray for them. And intercession works. 

“Dear Lord, Your will be done. I know what You want. You 
want to save me. You want to give me eternal happiness. 
You want to lead me into Your kingdom, where there will 
be no more suffering, no more death, no more pain.” And 
then this prayer, “Your will be done,” becomes a wonder-
ful source of comfort and strength. We come to God after 
expressing our adoration and gratitude, and now we speak 
out and tell Him everything that is not good and entrust it 
to Him, and then the answer comes from the Holy Spirit. 
Remember who He is and what He wants: His will be done. 

When Jesus Christ was on earth, He was absolutely certain 
that God would give Him what He asked of Him. This was 
a wonderful assurance. He had this guarantee: what I ask 
of the Father, He will give Me. And that is what happened. 
Why is that? Because the Lord Jesus always asked God for 
that which God wanted to give Him. And I think that is a 
simply fantastic idea. God always heard Jesus because Jesus 
always asked Him for what God wanted to give Him. Let 
us do the same. Above all, let us ask God for that which He 
wants to give us, namely salvation, redemption, and bless-
ing. Then we can be sure that God will hear us.

So let us come to God with our requests, worries, fears, and 
needs and tell Him about everything openly. We can be cer-
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I can already hear those who say, “Yes, but not always.” And I 
can understand that. I prayed for many brothers and  sisters, 
and yet they still died. God did not heal them. I think of 
certain countries for which I have been praying for peace 
for decades and it is getting worse and worse. People are 
living in great distress and hardship: God, do something. 
But nothing happens. People die of hunger and so on. The 
thought then arises: intercession is all very well, but it is 
totally useless; it doesn’t work. That is human experi ence 
and human reason. 

Let me come back to worship. How do we picture this? You 
pray, the congregation prays, and when the congregation 
prays, the good Lord intervenes. That would mean that the 
Lord has a plan for how it should happen and because you 
now come to Him in prayer, He changes His mind and His 
plan? It is difficult when you really begin to think about it. 
Do we think that because of our prayers God says, “Because 
you are all praying now, I will help her and turn the situ-
ation around.” That would mean that we love our neigh-
bour more than God loves him or her and because of our 
inter cession, God has changed His mind and brought about 
a change in the situation. Experience teaches us that inter-
cession is not always helpful. Our mind tells us, with your 

faith this is not possible. But then we must tell our mind and 
our experi ence: “I cannot understand it, and it is contrary 
to my own experience, but I believe in it.” The Lord Jesus 
prayed for us when He was on earth. The first Christians 
prayed for one another, and so did the first Apostles. Paul 
often appealed to the churches to pray for him. If that were 
complete nonsense, it would not be in the Bible and the 
Lord Jesus, Paul, Peter, and the church in Jerusalem would 
not have done it this way. Therefore, intercession works! It 
is written in the Bible. We should pray for others and we do 
this in faith and trust. Even if we do not understand how 
it works, and even if our experience tells us otherwise, let 
us pray for others. Out of love for others we feel a need to 
pray for them. Intercession first influences the person offer-
ing the prayer. When we make time and take an interest 
in others, we suddenly realise that their difficulties are far 
greater than ours, even though they deserve the same kind 
of well-being we have. Let us think about this. When we 
see our brothers and sisters or our fellow human beings in 
the world, we realise that they are at least as good as we 
are, but they do not have what we have. Then you begin to 
understand what grace really means, and you become even 
more grateful and realise: “This is a gift of grace given to me 
by God. I do not deserve this. I cannot understand why I 
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received it and not him or her. Thank you, dear Lord.” This 
helps us to better understand what grace means. Then we 
pray to God in trust, in adoration. God is love and He loves 
my neighbour as He loves me. God knows what he or she 
is doing and He will help them. This is not a possibility or a 
probability; no, this culminates in certainty: God will help! 
That strengthens us. We have complete trust in God. God 
will help my neighbour too, and His will will also be done 
on my neighbour. And then we realise that the only solu-
tion for our neighbour, for humankind, is the return of the 
Lord, salvation, and the new creation. The more we concern 
ourselves with what is happening on this earth, the greater 
this conviction becomes. The only way, the only solution 
is really God’s plan of redemption and for God to deliver 
humankind from this evil once and for all. Then you really 
understand God’s plan of redemption and why He is doing 
all of this. This is the only solution for humankind: to enter 
the new creation and to be able to live again with God for-
ever. We draw consequences from this. One consequence 
of intercession for us is gratitude, a better under standing 
of grace, trust in God that He will help, and focussing on 
God’s plan of salvation. 

CORE THOUGHTS

	■ The Holy Spirit inspires us to pray.

	■ The Lord prays for us.

	■ Praying in the name of Jesus contributes to 
our salvation.

	■ Our collective prayer strengthens the unity of 
the Church.

Intercession helps us, but intercession also helps our neigh-
bour. We have been given the promise of God and are 
 confident that He will answer these prayers. He will help 
our neighbour. For those who know that someone is pray-
ing for them it is comforting. They can feel that there is still 
someone who is interested in them, who sympathises with 
them. It is very important. There are not that many people 
who still do that. It is comforting to know that someone is 
praying for them and sharing in their suffering. Comfort 
also strengthens trust. We trust God to help them and that 
strengthens them in their trust. And then something very 
mysterious happens. I cannot explain it, but I experience it 
every day. You feel like you are being carried on hands of 
prayer. It is a beautiful image and it cannot be explained by 
reason. But if there is one person who experi ences this, it is 
me. I know that many brothers and sisters are praying for 
me. I do not know who. I do not know how many. I do not 
know where. But I know one thing. I feel the support from 
the prayers of my brothers and sisters. I cannot explain it. 
It is a fact. And I know of many  brothers and sisters who 
are in a very distressing situation, who say, “Fortunately, 
we know that our brothers and sisters are praying for us. I 
feel the support from the prayers.” Intercession works! And 
added to that is our confidence that God will help. 

Adoration, gratitude, petition, and intercession are eff ect-
ive. Let us occupy ourselves with this intensely and pray 
to gether. When we pray the Lord’s Prayer together, for ex-
ample, it strengthens the unity of the Church. We should 
think more about this. When we pray together, it under-
lines the fact that we are all dependent on God’s grace to-
gether. We say to God, “Have mercy on me.” This strength-
ens  unity. We all have the same goal and the same request: 
show me the way, strengthen our unity. Let us place even 
more emphasis on praying together in the future. Prayer 
works. 
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The image we have of God 
and what He is really like

How is this possible? In the Old Testament, God is angry and 
in the New Testament, He is love. What has changed is not His 
nature, but the way humankind sees Him. This is what the Chief 
Apostle explains in the following doctrinal text.
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As stewards of the mysteries of God (1 Corinthians 4: 1), 
the Apostles have the commission of drawing the attention 
of believers to the revelations of God. Human beings are 
incapable of recognising God on their own. All that we can 
know about God is what He reveals to us.

God revealed Himself to humankind in a progressive 
 manner. First, He made Himself known as the Creator, then 
as Lord in the history of Israel. The incarnation of God in 
 Jesus Christ is the revelation of God that surpasses all pre-
vious revelations. On Pentecost, God sent His Holy Spirit 
to reveal additional knowledge about Himself and His plan 
of salvation. The Holy Spirit is also at work today, especially 
through the apostolate, namely in the proper dispensation 
of the sacraments and the proper proclamation of the word 
of God. At the return of Christ, God will reveal Himself in 
perfect measure to those who will be caught up to Him: 
they will see Him as He is (1 John 3: 2).

In Holy Scripture, the revelations of God are attested by 
 human beings who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. The 
 authors of the biblical books used their language and know-
ledge to impart that which the Holy Spirit had  revealed to 
them. In this context, let us remember that many of these 
texts were written long after the events to which they refer. 

The accounts of creation came into being long after the 
events of which they relate. And it is no different with the 
story of the great flood. The gospels were likewise written 
long after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ 
(Luke 1: 1–4; Catechism of the New Apostolic Church 
1.2.4.1).

It is only with the assistance of the Holy Spirit that readers of 
the Bible can recognise the divine will in these texts  written 
by human beings. The Apostles in particular—under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit—have the mandate to interpret 
Holy Scripture in a binding and authoritative manner for 
faith, in order to recognise and reveal the  divine will.

God in the Old and New Testaments
The Old Testament is a collection of sacred writings of the 
people of Israel. The manner in which the authors of these 
writings describe God reflects the cultural and religious 
context of their time. They often ascribe human qualities 
to God. For example, God is offended—His honour and 
dignity are violated. He becomes angry and punishes. On 
another occasion He regrets what He has done, and thus 
resolves to do something new.

God is angry with Adam and Eve. He punishes them: the 
man is to suffer in order to earn his bread, the woman is to 
suffer when she gives birth, and the woman is to be ruled 
by the man. Both are expelled from Paradise. Angered by 
the wickedness of humankind, God regrets having  created 
human beings and so decides to destroy everything He 
has created, mankind and beast alike, in the great flood 
 (Genesis 6: 5–7). All the calamities that befall Israel are 
seen as God’s punishment for the people’s disobedience. 
And in order to defend His people, God is capable of being 
incredibly merciless to the enemies of Israel.

Jesus Christ reveals the true nature of God to humanity. 
He speaks of a God of love who does not seek to punish 
 sinners, but rather to save them. The misfortune that befalls 
human beings is not a punishment imposed by God, but 
simply a consequence of the dominion of the evil one. Jesus 
Christ is perfect, without sin, and yet He had to suffer and 
die as the worst of sinners—indeed, as a criminal.

The Old Testament in the light  
of the New Testament
Jesus Christ interpreted Holy Scripture—in particular the 
Torah, the prophetic books, and the Psalms—in relation to 
His own person and activity. From this we conclude that we 
must interpret the Old Testament from the point of view 
of the Son of God. In CNAC 1.2.5.2 we read the following 
concerning this: “The significance for faith and doctrine 
of any statements made in the individual books of the     Old 
Testament—or in the later writings of the Old Testament—
can be determined by the agreement of their contents with 
that which the gospel teaches.”

Jesus Christ expressly states that God does not desire to 
punish the sinner. For this reason, we cannot regard the 
events depicted in Genesis 3: 14–19 as a punishment 
 imposed by God: just because they had made a single mis-
take, would God really have condemned both the man and 
the woman to suffer—the man while labouring and the 
woman during childbirth—and also cause the man to rule 
over the  woman? In light of Jesus’ teaching and under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are of the view that God 
merely announced to Adam and Eve the consequences of 
their fall into sin. Incidentally, if this were not the case, 
any initiative aimed at making work less arduous would be 
contrary to the will of God! The message we derive from 
this account is that God continued to love human beings 
even after their transgression and promised to send them 
a  Redeemer.
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Now let us consider the flood. How could God, who is 
 omniscient and perfect, regret having created human 
 beings after having suddenly “discovered” their wicked-
ness, accord ing to Genesis 6: 5? How would the destruction 
of most people on earth eliminate sin if He nevertheless 
allowed Noah and his family, who were sinners by nature, 
to survive? The Holy Spirit guides us to see the account of 
the flood in terms of deliverance, not punishment (1  Peter 
3: 18–22). God loves human beings and gives them the 
 opportunity to be saved through obedience to Him. The 
same conclusions apply to the entire history of the people 
of Israel.

In the Old Testament, salvation was conditional on obe-
dience, which was understood as strict observance of the 
Law. Jesus Christ revealed to us what true obedience is. 
God wants us to believe in Jesus Christ, and to love God 
and our neighbour.

The New Testament in the light  
of the Holy Spirit
Like the writings of the Old Testament, those of the New 
Testament were also written by people who were rooted in 
their time and their traditions. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
they used their words and knowledge to give an account of 
the life of Jesus and record the revelations of the Holy Spirit. 
They also took into account the culture of their  addressees 
in order to be certain that the latter would understand 
them. In the writings of the New Testament, the message 
of the gospel is always the same, but the manner in which 

it is conveyed varies depending on the 
respective writer and recipient.

This applies in particular with 
respect to the manner in 
which the texts speak about 
the death of Jesus Christ. 
In order to explain the 
 significance of His sacrifice 
for salvation, the biblical 
 authors alternately make 
reference to the Old Testa-

ment sacrificial cult (atone-
ment), the customs of war (a 

ransom must be paid to set pris-
oners free), or criminal law (a debt 

must be paid).

A literal interpretation of these texts would present God 
in the same  image as that portrayed in the Old Testament. 
In this scenario, God  behaves like a  human being whose 
 honour and dignity have been vio lated. He demands 
punish ment or compen sation. Therefore someone must die 
for the sake of righteousness, and Jesus Christ is the one 
who must atone on our behalf.

This perspective on the death of Jesus Christ is difficult to 
understand for Christians today, especially young  people. 
Fortunately, the Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to 
speak about the death of Jesus Christ without necessarily 
emphasising the notion of punishment.

The sacrifice of Jesus Christ is above all an act of love 
(John 3: 16). Since the fall into sin, mankind has lived in 
a  condition of remoteness from God. Humanity’s suffer-
ings are thus not a punishment imposed by God, but rather 
a consequence of this distance from God. God has never 
stopped loving human beings. He resolved to become a 
 human being Himself, to suffer and to die, in order to show 
human beings that He is connected with them. Far from 
wanting to punish them, He stands by them in suffering, in 
death, and even in the realm of the departed. He agrees to 
be treated like the worst of evildoers in order to show that 
He loves all sinners, without exception.

In His love, God desires to lead all human beings into 
fellow ship with Himself. However, human beings can 
only be in fellowship with God when their will is per fectly 
aligned with the will of God. As a human being, Jesus 
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Christ  remained without sin. Even though the powers of 
evil raged against Him, He was able to resist temptation, 
maintain His trust in God, and remain firm in His love. 
His perfection allowed Him to enter into fellowship with 
God the Father and the Holy Spirit as true man—not only 
as the Son of God. No other human being can attain His 
perfection, but in His love Jesus Christ is prepared to share 
His victory and merit with those who believe in Him and 
follow Him. Such a message touches the heart!

The interpretation of the book  
of  Revelation by the apostolate
Read on a superficial level, the book of Revelation speaks 
of the end of the world, the wrath of God, and the punish-
ment of the ungodly. However, the Holy Spirit allows us to 
understand that it speaks above all of Christ’s victory over 
evil and of His unconditional love for humankind.

The book of Revelation picks up on Jesus’ revelations about 
the future course of the plan of salvation and develops 
them further. Jesus Christ Himself announced His return. 
He  revealed to Apostle Paul the events surrounding His 
 return (1 Thessalonians 4: 15–17; 1 Corinthians 15: 51–52). 
Under the direction of the Holy Spirit, the Apostles then 
listed the various stages in the plan of salvation: 
the first  resurrection, the thousand-year 
kingdom of peace, the Last Judge-
ment, and the new creation.

The mission of the Apostles 
is to prepare the believers 
for the return of the Lord. 
Those who are accepted 
will be able to enter His 
kingdom as firstlings. 
But what will happen to 
all the rest? For example, 
what about those who 
have  never heard of Jesus 
before? Can they be saved 

without following Jesus? The love of God wants all human 
beings to have access to His kingdom. His righteousness 
wants all of them to pursue the same path in order to reach 
it: one can only come to the Father through  Jesus Christ 
(John 14: 6). Everyone must therefore know Jesus Christ 
and be able to make the decision to follow Him. To this 
end, Jesus Christ will establish His kingdom of peace on 
earth. Only once everyone has been able to make a free 
decision for or against Jesus Christ will God complete His 
plan of salvation.

This teaching is a special feature of the New Apostolic 
faith. Many churches assume that the return of Christ will 
go hand in hand with the Last Judgement. This is rather a 
shame because they are overlooking an essential step in the 
plan of salvation—one that attests to both the love and the 
righteousness of God. We are happy to share the gospel of 
Christ with many Christians of other denominations, and 
willingly work with them in order to promote it. How ever, 
we remain firmly attached to our teaching, as attested in the 
Catechism, because we are convinced that it was  revealed 
to the Apostles by the Holy Spirit.


